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Birds of the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Fisherman Island Refuges

Season:
s - Spring March - May
S - Summer June - August
F - Fall September - November
W - Winter December - February

Relative Abundance
a - abundant a species which is very numerous
c - common likely to be seen or heard in suitable habitat
u - uncommon present, but not certain to be seen
o - occasional seen only a few times during a season
r- rare may be present but not every year

Common name Scientific name Seasonal Occurrences
s  S F W

LOONS - GREBES
Red-throated loon Gavia stellata u u u
Common loon Gavia immer c o c          c
Pied-billed grebe Podilymbus podiceps c o c c
Horned grebe Podiceps auritus u o u u
Red-necked grebe Podiceps grisegena r r o

STORM-PETREL
Wilson’s storm-petrel Oceanites oceanicus r r

GANNET - PELICANS - CORMORANTS
Northern gannet Morus bassanus o o u
American white pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos r r r r
Brown pelican Pelecanus occidentalis o         c           c r
Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo u o u
Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus c c c c

BITTERNS -HERONS - IBISES
American bittern Botaurus lentiginosus u u u
Least bittern Ixobrychus exilis o
Great blue heron Ardea herodias u u c u
Great egret Casmerodius albus c c c o
Snowy egret Egretta thula c c c o
Little blue heron Egretta caerulea c u u o
Tricolored heron Egretta tricolor u c c u
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis u u c
Green-backed heron Butorides striatus u c c r
Black-crowned Nycticorax nycticorax c c c u
Night-heron
Yellow-crowned Nyctanassa violacea u u u r
Night-heron
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s  S F W

White ibis Eudocimus albus r r r r
Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus u u u r
Sandhill crane Grus canadensis r

SWANS - GEESE - DUCKS
Tundra swan Cygnus columbianus u u u
Mute swan Cygnus olor r r
Snow goose Chen caerulescans u u u
Brant Branta bernicla u u c
Canada goose Branta canadensis c u u c
Wood duck Aix sponsa u o o
Green-winged teal Anas crecca c r u u
American black duck Anas rubripes c u c c
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos c u c c
Northern pintail Anas acuta u u u
Blue-winged teal Anas discors c o c o
Northern shoveler Anas clypeata c u u
Gadwall Anas strepera c u u u
Eurasian wigeon Anas penelope r
American wigeon Anas americana u u u
Canvasback Aythya valisineria o o o
Redhead Aythya americana o o o
Ring-necked duck Aythya collaris o o u
Greater scaup Aythya marila u u u
Lesser scaup Aythya affinis u u u
Common eider Somateria mollissima r
King eider Somateria spectabilis r
Harlequin duck Histrionicus histrionicus r r
Long-tailed duck Clangula hyemalis u u u
Black scoter Melanitta nigra u u c
Surf scoter Melanitta perspicillata c r c c
White-winged scoter Melanitta fusca u u u
Common goldenye Bucephala clangula u
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola c c c
Hooded merganser Lophodytes cucullatus c u u
Common merganser Mergus merganser u
Red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator c r c c
Ruddy duck Oxyura jamaicensis o u u

VULTURES - HAWKS - FALCONS
Black vulture Coragypus atratus c u c u
Turkey vulture Cathartes aura c u c c
Osprey Pandion haliaetus c c c r
Mississippi kite Ictinia mississippiensis r r
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Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus u u u u
Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos r r
Northern harrier Circus cyaneus c o c c
Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus u a u
Cooper’s hawk Accipiter cooperii u u u
Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis r r
Red-shouldered hawk Buteo lineatus u o u u
Broad-winged hawk Buteo platypterus u c
Swainson’s hawk Buteo swainsoni r
Red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis c u c c
Rough-legged hawk Buteo lagopus r r r
American kestrel Falco sparverius u u a u
Merlin Falco columbarius u c u
Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus u u c u

QUAIL
Northern bobwhite Colinus virginianus c c c c
Wild turkey Meleagris gallopavo u u u u

RAILS - CRANES
Yellow rail Coturnicops noveboracensis r
Black rail Laterallus jamaicensis r
Clapper rail Rallus longirostris c c a u
King rail Rallus elegans u o u u
Virginia rail Rallus limicola u u u u
Sora Porzana carolina u u o
Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus o o o r
American coot Fulica americana u u u

PLOVERS - SANDPIPERS
Black-bellied plover Pluvialis squatarola c o c u
Lesser Golden plover Pluvialis dominica o o
Semipalmated plover Charadrius semipalmatus c o c o
Piping plover Charadrius melodus u u u r
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus c u u u
American oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus c c c c
American avocet Recurvirostra americana r r r
Black-necked stilt Himantopus mexicanus o r
Greater yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca c o c u
Lesser yellowlegs Tringa flavipes u o c u
Solitary sandpiper Tringa solitaria u u u
Willet Catoptrophorus

semipalmatus c c c u
Spotted sandpiper Actitis macularia c u c r
Upland sandpiper Bartramia longicauda o u u
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus u u u o
Marbled godwit Limosa fedoa o o o
Ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres u u u u
Red knot Calidris canutus u u u r
Sanderling Caladris alba c u c c
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Semipalmated sandpiper Calidris pusilla c u u
Western sandpiper Calidris mauri u u u u
Least sandpiper Calidris minutilla c u u r
White-rumped sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis u u u
Pectoral sandpiper Calidris acuminata u u u
Dunlin Calidrus tenuirostris c o c c
Stilt sandpiper Calidrus himantopus o u u
Buff-breasted sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis o o
Short-billed dowitcher Limnodromus griseus c u c o
Long-billed dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus o o o
Common snipe Gallinago gallinago c u u
American woodcock Scolopax minor u o c a
Wilson’s phalarope Phalaropus tricolor o o

GULLS - TERNS
Laughing gull Larus atricilla a a a o
Bonaparte’s gull Larus phildelphia u u u
Ring-billed gull Larus delawarensis c o c c
Herring gull Larus argentatus a c a a
Lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus r o o
Great black-backed gull Larus marinus c u u c
Iceland gull Larus glaucoides r
Gull-billed tern Sterna nilotica u u u
Caspian tern Sterna caspia u u c
Royal tern Sterna maxima a a c r
Sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis o o o
Common tern Sterna hirundo u u c
Forster’s tern Sterna forsteri c u a o
Least tern Sterna antillarum u u o
Black tern Chlidonias niger o o u
Black skimmer Rynchops niger c c c r

DOVES - CUCKOOS - OWLS - SWIFTS - HUMMINGBIRDS
Rock dove Columba livia u c c c
Mourning dove Zenaida macroura c c c c
Black-billed cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus o
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus o u u
Barn owl Tyto alba u u u u
Eastern screech-owl Otus asio u c c c
Great Horned owl Bubo virginianus c c c c
Long-eared owl Asio otus o o
Short-eared owl Asio flammeus o u u
Northern saw-whet owl Aegolius acadicus o c
Common nighthawk Chordeiles minor u u u
Chuck-will’s widow Caprimulgus carolinensis u c o
Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus o o
Chimney swift Chaetura pelagica u u c
Ruby-throated hummingbird Archilochus colubris c u u
Belted kingfisher Ceryle alcyon c o c u
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WOODPECKERS - FLYCATCHERS
Red-headed woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocepthaluso o u o
Red-bellied woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus c u u u
Yellow-bellied sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber o u u
Downy woodpecker Picoides pubenscens c c c o
Hairy woodpecker Picoides villosus u u u u
Northern flicker Colaptes auratus c c a c
Pileated woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus u o o o
Olive-sided flycatcher Contopus borealis r r
Eastern wood-pewee Contopus virens u u u
Yellow-bellied flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris u
Acadian flycatcher Empidonax virescens o o u
Alder flycatcher Empidonax alnorum u
Willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii u
Least flycatcher Empidonax minimus o u
Eastern phoebe Sayornis phoebe c o c o
Say’s phoebe Sayornis saya r
Great crested flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus c u u
Western kingbird Tyrannus verticalis o r
Eastern kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus c c a
Scissor-tailed flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus r r

LARKS - SWALLOWS - JAYS - CROWS
Horned lark Eremophila alpestris u u u
Purple martin Progne subis c c u
Tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor c c a o
Northern rough-winged swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis u u u
Bank swallow Riparia riparia u u c
Cliff swallow Hirundo pyrrhonota o o u
Barn swallow Hirundo rustica c a a
Blue jay Cyanocitta cristata u u a c
American crow Corvus brachyrhynchos c o c c
Fish crow Corvus ossifragus c c a c

TITMICE - NUTHATCHES - WRENS
Carolina chickadee Parus carolinensis c c c c
Tufted titmouse Parus bicolor u u u u
Red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis u c c
White-breasted nuthatch Sitta carolinensis o u u
Brown-headed nuthatch Sitta pusilla u o u u
Brown creeper Certhia americana u c u
Carolina wren Thryothorus ludovicianus c c c c
House wren Troglodytes aedon u u c u
Winter wren Troglodytes troglodytes u u u
Sedge wren Cistothorus platensis u u u
Marsh wren Cistothorus palustris u u c u

KINGLETS - THRUSHES - THRASHERS
Golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa u c c
Ruby-crowned kinglet Regulus calendula u a c
Blue-gray gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea c o u r
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Eastern bluebird Sialia sialis c u c u
Veery Catharus fuscescens u c
Gray-cheeked thrush Catharus minimus u u
Swainson’s thrush Catharus ustulatus u c
Binknell’s thrush Catharus minimus o
Hermit thrush Catharus guttatus u c u
Wood thrush Hylocichla mustelina u o u
American robin Turdus migratorius c c a c
Gray catbird Dumetella carolinensis c c c u
Northern mockingbird Mimus polyglottos c c c u
Brown thrasher Toxostoma rufum u u c u

WAXWINGS - SHRIKE - STARLING
American pipit Anthus rubescens u c u
Cedar waxwing Bombycilla garrulus c o c u
Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus r r r
European starling Sternus vulgaris a a a a

VIREO - WOOD WARBLERS
White-eyed vireo Vireo atricapillus c u c r
Blue-headed vireo Vireo solitarius u u r
Yellow-throated vireo Vireo flavifrons o r
Warbling vireo Vireo gilvus o r
Philadelphia vireo Vireo philadelphicus o r
Red-eyed vireo Vireo olivaceus u u c
Blue-winged warbler Vermivora pinus o u
Golden-winged warbler Vermivora chrysoptera r
Tenessee warbler Vermivora peregrina o u
Orange-crowned warbler Vermivora celata o o u
Nashville warbler Vermivora ruficapilla o u
Northern parula Parula americana c u
Yellow warbler Dendroica petechia c u c
Chestnut-sided warbler Dendroica pensylvanica u u
Magnolia warbler Dendroica magnolia u c
Cape May warbler Dendroica tigrina o c
Black-throated blue warbler Dendroica caerulescens c c
Yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata a a a
Black-throated green warblerDendroica virens u u
Blackburnian warbler Dendroica fusca o u
Yellow-throated warbler Dendroica dominica u o
Pine warbler Dendroica pinus c c c u
Prairie warbler Dendroica discolor c u c r
Palm warbler Dendroica palmarum u c u
Bay-breasted warbler Dendroica castanae o u
Blackpoll warbler Dendroica striata u c
Cerulean warbler Dendroica cerulea r
Black-and-white warbler Mniotilta varia u c r
American redstart Setophaga ruticilla c a
Prothonotary warbler Protonotaria citrea o o
Worm-eating warbler Helmitheros vernivorus o u
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus c o a r
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Northern waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis u u c
Louisiana waterthrush Seiurus motacilla o r r
Kentucky warbler Oporornis formosus o o
Connecticut warbler Oporornis agilis u
Mourning warbler Oporornis philadelphia o u
Common yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas c c a o
Hooded warbler Wilsonia citrina o o
Wilson’s warbler Wilsonia pusilla u u
Canada warbler Wilsonia canadensis u u
Yellow-breasted chat Icteria virens c u u o

TANAGERS - SPARROWS
Summer tanager Piranga rubra u u u
Scarlet tanager Piranga olivacea u u
Northern cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis c c c c
Rose-breasted grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus o u
Blue grosbeak Guiraca caerulea c u u
Indigo bunting Passerina cyanea c u c
Dickcissel Spiza americana o c
Eastern towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus c u a c
American tree sparrow Spizella arborea r r
Clay-colored sparrow Spizella pallida r
Chipping sparrow Spizella passerina u o c o
Field sparrow Spizella pusilla c u c u
Vesper sparrow Pooecetes gramineus o u u
Lark sparrow Chondestes grammacus r
Savanna sparrow Passerculus

sandwichensis u c c
Grasshopper sparrow Ammodramus savannarum u o u
Henslow’s sparrow Ammodramus henslowii r
Saltmarsh sharp-
tailed sparrow Ammodramus caudacutus c o u u
Seaside sparrow Ammodramus maritimus c u a u
Fox sparrow Passerella iliaca o u u
Song sparrow Melospiza melodia c u c a
Lincoln’s sparrow Melospiza lincolnii r r r
Swamp sparrow Melospiza georgiana c a c
White-throated sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis c a a
White-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys o o o
Dark-eyed junco Junco hyemalis u u u
Lapland longspur Calcarius lapponicus o o
Snow bunting Plectrophenax nivalis o o

BLACKBIRDS - FINCHES
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus u o a
Red-winged blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus c c a c
Eastern meadowlark Sturnell magna c u c c
Rusty blackbird Euphagus carolinus o c u
Brewer’s blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus r
Boat-tailed grackle Quiscalus major c c a c
Common grackle Quiscalus quiscula a a c c
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Brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater c u c u
Orchard oriole Icterus spurius c u r
Baltimore oriole Icterus galbula u c r o
Purple finch Carpodacus purpureus o u u
House finch Carpodacus mexicanus c o u u
Red crossbill Loxia curvirostra o o
White-winged crossbill Loxia leucoptera r
Common redpoll Carduelis flammea r
Pine siskin Carduelis pinus o c c
American goldfinch Carduelis tristis c c a c
Evening grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus u u
House sparrow Passer domesticus u u u u

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Eastern Shore of Virginia Refuge

Frogs and Toads
Eastern cricket frog Acris crepitans
Eastern American toad Bufo americanus
Fowler’s toad Bufo fowleri
Cope’s gray treefrog Hyla chrysoscelis
Northern spring peeper Pseudacris crucifer
New Jersey chorus frog Pseudacris feriarum kalmi
Southern green frog Rana clamitans melonata
Southern leopard frog Rana sphenocephala utricularius
American bullfrog Rana catesbeiana
Pickerel frog Rana palustris
Eastern narrow-mouthed toad Gastrophryne carolinensis

Freshwater, Sea, and  Estuarine turtles
Eastern painted turtle Chrysemys picta
Spotted turtle Clemmys guttata
Eastern mud turtle Kinsternon subrubrum
Northern red-bellied cooter Pseudemys rubriventris
Eastern box turtle Terrapene carolina
Eastern snapping turtle Chelydra serpintina
Loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta
Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas
Leatherback sea turtle Dermochelys coriacea
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle Lepidochelys kempii
Northern diamond-backed
Terrapin Malaclemys terrapin

Salamanders
Red-backed salamander Plethodon cinercus
Red-spotted newt Notophthalmus viridescens

Lizards
Little brown skink Scincella lateralis
Broad-headed skink Eumeces laticeps
Northern fence lizard Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus
Five-lined skink Eumeces fasciatus
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Snakes
Northern black racer Coluber constrictor
Black rat snake Elaphe obsoleta
Eastern hognose snake Heterodon platirhinos
Common kingsnake Lampropeltis getula
Northern watersnake Nerodia sipedon
Rough greensnake Opheodrys aestivus
Northern brownsnake Storeria dekayi
Eastern ribbonsnake Thamnophis sauritus
Eastern gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis
Northern copperhead Agkistrodon contortrix mokasen
Eastern wormsnake Carphophis amoenus

Mammals of the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Fisherman Island Refuges

White-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus
Coyote Canis latrans
Gray fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus
Red fox Vulpes vulpes
Raccoon Procyon lotor
River otter Lutra canadensis
American mink Mustela vison
Muskrat Ondatra zibethicus
Eastern cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus
Hutchen’s cottontail Sylvilagus floridanu hutchensi (likely extirpated)
Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana
Southern flying squirrel Glaucomys volans
Gray squirrel Sciurus carolinensis
Marsh rice rat Oryzomys palustris
Norway rat Rattus norvegicus
Black rat Rattus rattus
Meadow vole Microtus pennsylvanicus
Pine vole Microtus pinetorum
Northern short-tailed shrew Blarina brevicauda
Least shrew Cryptotis parva
Star-nosed mole Condylura cristata
Eastern mole Scalopus aquaticus
white-footed mouse Peromyscus leucopus
meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonicus
house mouse Mus musculus
big brown bat Eptesicus fuscus
silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans
Eastern red bat Lasuirus borealis
hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus
little brown myotis Myotis lucifugus
Northern myotis Myotis septentrionalis
Eastern pipistrella Pipistrella subflavus
evening bat Nycticeius humeralis

Marine mammals
Harbor Seal Phoca vitulina
Fin-backed Whale Balaenoptera physalus
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis
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Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
Atlantic Right Whale Balaena glacialis

Butterflies and Skippers of the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Fisherman Island Refuges

Giant Swallowtail Papilio cresphontes
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail Papilio glaucus
Spicebush Swallowtail Papilio troilus
Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes
Palamedes Swallowtail Papilio palamedes
Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor
Cabbage White Pieris rapae
Falcate Orange-tip Anthocharis midea
Clouded (Common) Sulphur Colias philodice
Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme
Cloudless Giant Sulphur Phoebis sennae
Little Yellow Eurema lisa
Sleepy Orange Eurema nicippe
American Copper Lycaena phlaeas
Red-banded Hairstreak Calycopis cecrops
Gray Hairstreak Strymon melinus
Eastern Tailed Blue Everes comyntas
Spring Azure Celastrina ariolus
Brown Elfin Incisalia augustinus
Frosted Elfin Incisalia irus
Eastern Pine Elfin Incisalia niphon
Snout Butterfly Libytheana carinenta
Gulf Fritillary Agraulis vanillae
Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta claudia
Pearl Crescent Phciodes tharos
Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis
Comma Polygonia comma
Mourning Cloak Nymphalis antiopa
American Lady Vanessa virginiensis
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
Buckeye Junonia coenia
Red-spotted Purple Lentitis arthemis astyanax
Viceroy Limenitis archippus
Hackberry Butterfly Asterocampa celtis
Tawny Emperor Asterocampa clyton
Little Wood Satyr Megisto cymela
Large Wood Nymph Cercyonis pegala
Monarch Danaus plexippus
Silver-spotted Skipper Epargyreus clarus
Long-tailed Skipper Urbanus proteus
Juvenal’s Duskywing Erynnis juvenalis
Horace’s Duskywing Erynnis horatius
Wild Indigo Duskywing Erynnis baptisiae
Checkered Skipper Pyrgus communis
Common Sootywing Pholisora catullus
Swarthy Skipper Nastra Iherminier
Clouded Skipper Lerema accius
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Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor
Fiery Skipper Hylephila phyleus
Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles
Crossline Skipper Polites origenes
Southern Broken Dash Wallengrenia otho
Northern Broken Dash Wallengrenia egeremet
Little Glassywing Pompeius verna
Sachem Atalopedes campestris
Zabulon Skipper Poanes zabulon
Aaron’s Skipper Poanes aaroni
Broad-winged Skipper Poanes viator
Dun Skipper Euphyes vestris
Common Roadside Skipper Amblyscirtes vialis
Saltmarsh Skipper Panoquina panoquin
Long-winged (Ocola) Skipper Panoquina ocola


