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Agreement Reached on Landmark
Legislation for the Refuge System

Good catch

A fisharnan reels tn a boss of
Mattemuskest NWR Compoatible fisking
e ather waldlife-relofed recreation would
be considered “priovity uses™ of the refupe
sisdern wnder the compromise legislafion
FPhofa by F. Bugene Hester,

Megatiating for the administration,
Interior Secratary Bruce Babhitt reached
agreement with congressional leaders on
Landmark begislation that will for the first
tirne gver clearly define the mission and
pubdic use policy of the National Wildlife
Tefuge System.

H.R, 1420, the MNational Wildlife Refuge
Syetem Improvement Act of 1997, formally
establishes wildlife conservation as the
central mission of the refuge system

while resopnizing certain wildlife-related
recreational activity as priority uses. The
House pazsed the bill in early June by a
vinte of 407-1,

If pagzed by Congress and signed into law
by the President, the hill is expected to

cuell & long-standing debate on refuge land
managemeant that has intenaified over the
kst twr diecados as the systam has expandad
rapidly and the mimber of visiters has grown

ko nearly 30 million people per year.

Beeretary Babbitt hailed the bill's “strong
and sinpular eonservation mizsion' for the
gystem in a letter to Rep. Don Young of
Alaska, chairman of the Howse Committes
om Hesourees,

Toung and Babhitt formed a working group
in March to hammer out & compromise after
Babbitt strongly an earlier version
of the Bill at a hearing before the committes,
That bill would have alevated recreational
ses b “purposes” of the system.

The group included Young, Rep. John
Dingell of Michigan, Rep, Jim Saxton of
New Jersey, and Bep, George Miller of
California, and representatives of the
Berviee, the National Audubon Soristy,
Wildlife Management Institute,
Internationsl Assoeiation of Fish and
Widlife Agencies, and Wildlife Lepialative
Fund of Americs,

| gineeraly hope that this bipartisan
approach to problem-solving can be a model
for resolving other natural resouree izquea
which may otherwize divide ug,”™ Seeretary
Babbitt wrote Young.

Ag spelled ont in the new legislation, the
mission of the refuge svsbern i o
administer a national netwark of Eanda and
waters for the conservation, management,
and, where appropiriate, restoration of the
fish, wildlife and plant resourees and their
hahitats within the Tnited States for the
benefit of present and future generations
of Americana.”

Some of the provisions in the Bl mirror
those found in President Clinton's 1506
Executive Order on the refuge svstem
These inclode provisions defining the
systEm's mission, priority public uses, and
arequirement that the hinlogical integrity,
diversity and environmental health of the
gystem be maintzined,

The legislation retains refuge manapers’
authority to use their best professional
Jjudgment to determvine whether public uses
of & refigre are compatible with conservation
and should be perrivted. Tt alzo retains the
Serviee's current. regulatory definition of
“mompatible nse,"

The bill defines the “priority uses™ of

tha system as hunting, fishing, wildlife
obeatvation and photography, and
environmental education and interpretation.

In addition, the new legislation includes
provisions requiring all new pablic oses and
any renewil of existing uses to comply with
a public imolvement process spelled out in
the hill. Tt abso mandates publie invohrement
in the development of refuge management
plans. The plans mast identify the purposes
of each refupe, data on wildlife populations,
archaeclogiel and cultural vahees, suitable
visitor facilities, any problems that affect
wildlife and aetions to remedy them,

and spportunities for compatible wildbfe-
depanident Fecteation,

“This legrislation represents an historic
mament for the Bervice by reinforcing the
refuge system's longstanding commitment to
wildlife conservation,” said Acting Direetor
John Eogers, *And this conservation mission
goes hand-in-hand with the cotdoor pursuits
refuge visitors enjoy. When we do our
Jobwell conserving the wildlife, plenty of
opportunities for wildlife-dependent
recreation result.”

Jonet Tesngson, Public Affirimng
Washinon, DC

Cover Phata:
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On the Horizon

Hew wpeoming ieswes affecting the Service
ared is mission

National Wildlife Refuge System
Om June 4, the House passed by s 407-1

viite HOR, 1420, the MNational Wildlife

Hefuge System Improvement Act. Interior
Secretary Babbitt led negotintions to develap
this legislation after he testified in opposition
o earlier refuge bill introdueed in March
{zae related article). If the hill passes
Congress, it will be the frst *Organie Act”
for the refuge system in ita nearly

1kvear history, The prognoss looks
extremely gomd!

Endangered Specics Act reauthorization

The Senate Environment Committee has
identified ESA reauthorization as a top
priority, Beveral billz and amendments
related to the ESA have been introducad so
far this session, A few would have exempted
flood control projects from the ESA;
heweer, na final petion has comurred. The
progrnioeis i guarded bat improving,

Sport Fish Restoration Account reauthorization
Anthorization for transfers of fonding from
the Highway Trust Fund to the Sport Fish
Restoration Aceount will expire in October,
The Sport. Fish Restoration Account
provides mondes for the Serviees Coastal
Wetlands Conservation Grant Program,
(Clean Veagel Act Grant Program, grants
under the Morth American Wetlands
Conservation Act, and boating safiety and
othar prants to states. Thiz one

eertain with some debate on these
bedeviling details.

“No Surprizes Policy”

The Serviee and the National Marine
Fishories Service formally proposad the

“Wo Surprises” policy as & regulation in May,
apening & B0-day public commert period.
The palicy assures that the federal
government will not require Endosmers who
are complying in good faith with the terms
af & Hahitat Conservation Plan under the
Endangered Species Act to provide
additioral Land or financial compenaation for
gperies covered under a properly functioning
plan. Bath agencies began implemeanting the

“MNo Burprises” policy in 199, Sinee then
mare than 200 HCPs have been established.
The policy “signifies that a deal is a deal and
that there will be no surprises down the
road,” eaid Secretary Broce Babhitt,

Migratory Bird Canvention Amendments

The Senate is expected to conslder
ratification of amendments to the Mipratory
Bird Corvention with Canada to improwve the
management of birds that migrate between
the two countries and to provide falmess in
the regulation of waterfow] harvesta to
Alaskea’s indigenous people and Canada’s
Aboriginal peoples. In barring migratory
bird hunting between March 10 and
Boptember 1, the original treaty did not
adequately take into seeotnt traditional
harvests of migratory hirds by northarmn
people during the epring and summer
months, These harvests have gone on for
centuries and continue to this day, despite
the treaty prohibitions, In many cases, the
hirds are a vital food source for northern
peopla, Less than a 50-50 chanee 18 the

progmosis hera,

Superfund Resuthorization

Thie Senate Environment Committes has
identified Superfurnd reauthorzation as a
top pricrity. The Superfund Cleanup
Acceleration Aet was introduced early

this session, with a hearing on the bill

held in March, Reathorization would affect
the Service's Matural Kesource Damage
Assesament and Restoration program
through which the Service receives
cornpensation from polluters for restoring
degraded resourees. Superfumnd
reanthorization has been on-again-off-again
for vears now, and now geems o be on again,
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Billions and Billions Spent:
Wildlife-Related Recreation Continues
to Be National Economic Force

Hunting, fishing, bird watching and other
wildlife-related recreation continued to be
& powerful seonamic engine in 1906, with
participants spending 356.9 billion and
supporting hundreds of thougands of
Jobs, aecording to preliminary data from
the Setviee's 1996 National Survey of
Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Aszociated
Recreation,

This represents more than a 59 percent
inerasse in expenditures sinee 1991, when
the Service last conducted the nationwide
survey, ard aceounts for about 1 pereent of
the nation’s Gross Domestie Product, which
measures the size of the economy, By
carmpirison, Amerieans spent $31 hillion

on new automabiles last year,

"The survey confinms again that it is
impossible to separate the well-being of our
nation's wildlife and wildlife hahitat from
thi: health of our economy," said Acting
Drirector John Rogers, "Our fish and wildlife
are nof just & pricelass trepsure we hand
down from one generation to another, they
are the source of jobe and growth for both
the national and local sconomy from coast
Lo eoast.”

1991 and 1996 Comparison of Expenditures

e, N 1596

The survey, which is conducted for the
Serviee by the U.B. Census Bureay, showed
that the mumber of hunters and anglers 16
years and alder stayed relatively eonstant
over the past five years, There were

45,2 million anglers in 1996 cormpared with
35.6 mdllion in 1991, Likewize, there were
14 rmillion hunters compared with 14,1 million
in 1961, Owerall, the mumber of huntars

and anglers fell slightly to 39,7 million from
40 million in 19490,

Total expenditures by hunters and anglers
rose G percent doring the fvesyear period
to $67.0 million, Spending by anglars rose
47 percent to £36.2 hilllan firam £24.6 billion
in 1991, while hunters spent $17.7 billion,
up 76 pereent from $10.1 billion in 1591,

Mearrwhile, the mumbser of bird watchers,
wilidlife photographers and ather
nonconsumplive participants 16 years and
older dropped 17 pereent aver the five-year
period to 63 million from 76 million in 1991,
Evin go, their expenditures mise 39 percent
to 220 hillion,

Twenty-four million Americans took trips
Lo obeerve, photopraph, or faed wildlife

in 1996, while 61 million enjoyed
noneonsimpdive wildlife-related recreation
around their homes,

In all, more than 17 percent of the population
16 amdd older fished during 1996, T percent
hunted, and 31 percent participated in
noneonsumptive wildlife-related recreation,
the stdy showed,

"Millions of Americans have made hunting,
fiching, birdwatching and other wildlife-
related recreation an important part of thedr
life,” Rogers said. “We have a national love
affair with wild places and wild ereatures.”

As part of the survey, the Census Bureay
initially sereenad 80,000 households, From
this, the buresy chose 28,000 sportamen and
14,400 nonconsumptive partivipants 16 years
andd older for detailed surveys throughout
the vear.

More eomplete preliminary data will be
availzhlie this summer follewed by a fina
national repart in November, State-by-state
reports will be released from November
through Marech 1598

Swoeet Treats

Hegion ! vegiomal office emplogess fred wp
their ovens and colebroded the S5th

birthday of the National Wildlife Refige
System with a “Bake That Refuge” contest
i Maveh, Contestants balked cakes
represewiing Region I refuges. Many of the
13 eniries were vmaginatively deconaled
with vegetation, fisk and wildlife
represendative of the ehoaen rifuge. Jidpes
selected Helene Vindeburg's Basket! Slough
NWR as the winner. Following e
ararding of prizes, employees were, of
eourse, invited to eaf the cakee Belos, Cindy
Borry euts o slice oul of the Buby Lokes
NWR entry aa Gwen Johnson, Vaughn
Ruppert and Glenda Franich iT-r} look on.
I'ni the foreground iz an entry vepresenting
Remote Ialands NWR. Photo by Susen Soul




Service Employee Helps
Rescue Flood Victims

Floods Cause
Havoc on Great
Plains Refuges

Heavy winter storma followed by spring
snow melt swelled rvers throughout the
rrthern plains, making national headlines,
forcing thousands of people from their
hornes, and eansing millions of dollars in
damage to refuges in the Dakotas, Mebraska,
Montana, and Minnesota,

At North Dakota's Tewaukon MW, for
example, dikes were breached by the deing
Miosc] waters and a 20-foot geetion of the main
road leading into the refuge was washed
away, causing $1.5 million in demage. This
came i the wake of 2400,000 worth of
destruction left when the winter's heavy
snowfall eollapsed the roof of the karge
sloraga building.

The same story wis repeated at many other
refuges. Damages in Region 6 alone totaled
miore than 2144 millisn, and the Sarvice ia
eeeking emergency funding from Congress
Lo pay for the repairs.

“T'he extent of the water damage from

the flonding of the lakes and rivers is
devastating—beyond the seope of one's
imagination,” said Ralph Morpenwsck, T8
Regional Director. “This event. has seversly
affected both humans and wildlife and we are
working closely with Congress to obtain the
funding necessary to repair the refuges,”

At Laki Alice NWE in Novth Dakota, more
tham 10,000 of the refuge's 11000 acres
were under water, said Jim Alfonso, deputy
praject leader at the Devils Lake Wetlands
Management District complex. Damage to
fences, dikes, roads and other facilities iz
extensive and all the refuge’s wpland habitat
will have to be reseeded, “Fewear dacks will
abde to nest this year becauge of the lnss of
habitat,” Alfonso said,

Hugh Viekery, Public Affairs,
Winaleasghon, [

Under wales
Flood weiers encroach on the headquarters beilding af Lake Alice NWR in North Dakoto
Almost the extire refuge wes wnder woler this spring. TSFWS photo,

“You hate to zee the human suffering, bt
youl like the feeling you're helping people.”
That’s how George Mame, sssistant manager
of the Service’s Wetland Management
Diistrict in Kulm, North Dakota, deseribed
hig 10-day assignment fighting the Red
River Valley Nood that displaced tens of
thousands of residents in April.

Maze used a Berviee alrbaat, normally
employed for waterfow] surveys and dizeaze
cleanups, to help evaruate residents as the
food waters surged. In many eases, the
airboat was the only way to navigate the
ice-clogged rivers,

“The airboat could go where propeller-driven
boats couldn't.” he explained, “One guy

had choppesd iee for four hours, trying
unsueeassfully to ereate o path for a boat to
getinand malos an evacuation, T arrved
with the airboat, and went right over the

top of the jee"

While on flood duty, Maze and his boat
assisted more than 100 people, either
bringing supplies noeded to fight the rsing
wilers ar transporting familics that had loat
the battle.

“I really felt. sorry for the people who had to
beawie homes they had bved in all their lives,”
he aaid. “They didn't know if the homes
winthd be there when they got back. Thase
peaple were under & lob of stress.™

Omne elderly couple Maze rescued stub
stayed with their home until offivials finally
convineed them to leave as the waters wers
abonit to crest over their sandbag dike. The
woman was lrightened by boats.

“Bhe was erying uncontrollably when they
E'Inslﬂ,}' talked her into '||3.i\.'ing,u,|1|:|_a|'.re-
crawlaid over the sandbag dike and into the
boat,” he said. "“When we went past the
hause a eouple of days later, it had four or
five feet of water on the main Aoor.™

*Helping those people was very rewarding,
but T hope it was an opportunity that, never
comes sgain. The koss and misery in that
areq were incredible.”

Ken Torkelson, Refuges and Wildlife
Rismarck, Novth Dakote



Baltimore Orioles Celebrate
Migratory Bird Day Namesake, Other Birds at IMBD Event

International

Marks Anniversary

of Silent Spring

Thirty-five vears ago, former Servies
hiologist Rachel Carson rocked the world
with her dire warnings about pesticides and
hirds in her landmark bool, Silewd Speing.
Much has improved since—the nation’s

air and water are cleamar and harenful
ehemicals like DDT have boen banmed in
the United States,

Unfortunately the problem s far from being
solved, We still lose an estimated 67 million
hirds to pesticide eaxch vear in this country
alone, many in the beckyards of sveragre
Armerieans who misapply chemicals without
knowing it. The problem may be far worse
gauth of the border where many ehemicals
banned in the United States are sfill nsed.

Edueating the public abowt the problem of
pesticides and what, the average homeowner
can do to help was the theme of the Gth
Annual International Migratory Bird Day on
May 10th. Major eventa st the Argentinean
Embassy in Waghington and Oricles Park in
Baltimore highlighted a week of birding
festivals and other activities at refuges,
parks and other sites arpund the country
(zoe articles in this issuel

Using the slogan “Join the Flock .. . Be

Part of the Sphution,” the Bervice distribuoted
informution on the problem of pesticides
annd] stepa homeowners can take to reduce
the impact on birds, such s hoeing instead
of spraying, using compost as fertilizer, and
rotating vepetables in gardens.

*Avarage citizens can play an important
rale in stopping the decling of sorms bird
populations,” said Acting Director John
Rogers. “Something & simple & learning
the appropriate time and way to apply
pestieides to your kvwn or garden ean make
a big difference.”

Hugh Vickery, Public Ajffoirs,
Woshington, DC

Play balll

1mg-07 Fedeval Duek Blomp arbist
Wilhelin Goebel hurled the fival pitel of the
Moy 10 Beltmore (hrioles bassbel! gome

fo st o meogor Frideradional Mipnlory
Fird Dy eelebrvation el Comaen Ponda
Fhoto Iy Tami Heilenwani,

The Baltimore Oricles joined the Serviee, the
Mational Fizh and Wikdlife Foundation and
the Orvis Co. of Manchester, Vermont, in a
major eelebration of International Migratory
Bird Day before nearly 48,000 fans at the
pizrn's elegant Camden Yards haseball park.

Beeretary Babhitt prected the fans by video
an the stadium’s giant seorebosrd and
Dnsck Stamp Artist Wilhelm Goebel tossed
gut the firet pitch, Fans alse received
commermorative bind eards, pattermed after
haseball trading eseds, featuring spocies

of ariales that, visit Maryland esch vear,

The event wenk so well that the Orisles have
imvited the Service to make it an annual
affair, The day was “one of the best
cormrnumnity-hased prograrms we have ever
done,” said Lou Eosours, special assiziant
tix Tearm Cramer Peter Angelos. "We want to
o it aguin and make it bigger and better,”

The activities featured on-field introductions
of John Griffin, Secretary of the Maryland
Department of Matural Besourees; Dan
Besrd, viee preaident of the MNational

Audubon Society; John Bessegper, a Virginda

sbore owner who represented Orvis; Alex
Echals, deputy director of the Foundation:
and Spence Conbey, BS assiztant regional
directar for external affairs, who arranged
the eperial event with Orioles management.

“The event set & precadent for the kind of
partnership we hope to create in the future
to forus publie attention on the plight of
migratory hirds" said Paul Sehemidt,

chiaf of the Serviee’s Migratory Bird
Management Office, “And, of course, we
owre i lge deht of gratitode to the (rioles
for their willingness to let us share the day
with them.”

ey plapess in the exeention of the day's
program wers Peter Stangel of the
Foundation, who sarme ap with the bivd card
ides and arranged part of the financing for
it; Dian Petit, a blologist in the Migratory
Bird Office, who had a lead role in organizing
the event; Kathi Bangert, an oatresch
supervisor in the Service's Chesapeake

Bay Field Office; and Jim MeCann, of the
Maryland Department of Matural Resouroas,
Sixteen volunteers from the Service assisted
in the distribution of the bird cards, posters
ard Myers,

Ewveryome was treated to an exeiting game,
too, one that went 11 innings with the Oricles
o thie ghort cnd of o 3-2 seors with the
Seatile Mariners.



Swainson’s Hawk:

A Celebration of International
Migratory Bird Conservation

Acting Thrector John Rogers and
Ambas=sador Kaul Granille Ocampo of
Argenting saluted international cooperation
in the conservation of migratory birds at a
May ceremaony in Washington celebrating
a suceaaaful joint effort to protect
Swainson’s hawlke on their South Amerdean
wintering grounds.

In recent years, the number of Bwainson's
hawls breeding in some areas of North
Ameriea plurmmeted bt ra one could
determine why because no one knew exactly
whers the birvda wintered. During the past
thres vears, wildlife binlogists in the United
States employed modern technology in the
form of small satellite transmitters and
fitteu] & pumber of hirds with miniatore Fedic
aquipment. They follvwed the hawks" flight
and loeated the species” wintering grounds
in the Pampazs region of Arpenting, an area
in the milddle of the eountry.

Researchers diseovered thousands of
Hwainson's hawls dying from the misuse

of the pesticide monoerotophos Lo mnu-nl
grasshopper devastation in

alfalfa fiebds, The birds were literally laﬂlmp:
frarm the trees as they ropsted during the
night. During: the winter of 1595=159596,
wildlife hiclogists estimated 200000 hawls
were killed by ingesting prasshoppers, one
af the birds' favarite foods.

Recognizing that quick action was necessary
to stem this boss, the Serviee facilitated a
partnership made up of several Argentinean
wildlife agenries, the academic community,
private sector groupe such as the American
Bird Conservancy, and other eoneerned
arganizations, including the prominent
chamical mamufacturer Ciba-Geliry, a
producer of manperotaphos,

The partners lnnched an intenss effort to
educate farmers and provide them with
alternatives to neonoeroetophos, which is not
regiztered for use on either grasshoppers or
alfalfa, As the result of this cooperation, only
24 hawlk deaths were reported this winter,

Through its Office of International

Affairs, the Service provided Argentinean
counterparts nearty $150,000 to help fund
activities such as the education eampaign,
the monitoring of die-offs through surveys,
and Eraning in the detection of pesticides,

“This eooperative effort gives great hope for
the future, ot only for Swainsen’s awlks
bk For the hundreds of birds that migrate
bebweaen our continents,”™ Rogers aaid at the
eeremony ab the Argentinean embassy,

“We have proven that we can take quick
aetion Lo eonserve these birds; and we have
established a model for foture cosparation.”

Patricia Fisher, Public Affairs,
Waakington, DU

The making of a Duck Stamp

Michael Bean of the Bivenu of Engraving and Printing, center, cavefully adds color to on
ergraved plote of the 199788 Federal Diek Stovip as Acting Seriice Depacty Divector Jay
(Ferat (Teft) and Robert Hautman, the arfisf who created the desigm, look o The 1997-25
Dhigek: Blavepy, swfeick foatuves @ single Canada goose in o sellasnds setting, will be eoailable
o purehase on July 1. BEF photo



Department Helps Grant Provides A Place at the
Beach for People, Turtles Alike

End Standoff Over
Vital California
Wetlands

The Interior Department recently helpad
hroker an end o 2 25-year stalemate over
the fate of the Bolsa Chica wetlands, an
undevelaped coastal wetland area in
Southern California that provides habitat
critical to the swvival of many fish and
migratory bird populations.

Undder a complex apresment with & host

of fedaral and state agencies and private
interests, the Califivnia State Lands
Comrmdzsion will sequire 830 aeres of the
watlands, which ave logated near Hontington
Beach in Orange County. The Service may
end up managing the lamd,

The area, ane of the largeat Fremaining
wielland arens in Southern California, has
been under pressare from developrment amd
ofl production since the 1940s, and the focus
of long-standing struggles betweasn
develogament and conservation interests.

The Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles
will purchass and restore the wetlands at a
eost of up to 379 million. Koll Real Estate
Group, the landowmner, will pecedve 325
million, and the state will spend about 245
millipn for wetlamd restoration activities
ineluding & tidal inbet chanmel.

The Bervies plans to conduct an ecological
risk asseaarment to determine what i
resquired to clean up oil contamination. The
oil companies will fund and eonduct the clean
iapy, and the Service will act as lead sgency
in Mational Environmental Palior Act
eomplisnee and subsequent restoration.
Biologists estimate that after a hall-century
of vil production from 400 wells st Bolsa
Chicw, clean up eosts will range from

£10 million to $16 million,

The Sarvice or the state will then manage
the site uaing a long-lerm endowment o
pay for operational maintenance. The area
supports more than 250 species of migratary
birds, including several endangered and
threatened species—hrown pelican,
Californin least tern and light-footed
clapper pail,

Dhiwigion of Eveeivonvoeendal Condaminanta,

FPovtland, Orepgas

More reom to move

Fiv gpecies of pee furtles, Speliding
Inggerheads like this one, will have morne
o o mesd one Vaoluain Croendy, Floride,
beaches since the Service awarded o 500,000
gl b the coaely fo creede sore off-heaek
parking while increasing habital for these
endanpered turiles, [TSFWE photia.

New purking spaces for beach goers will
leave more room for nesting sea turtles in
Volusia County, Florids, thanks to a 3500,000
Servies grant to the State of Florida
announeed in March by Beeretary Babhitt.

The grant is part of & pilet program to help
atates apuire lands that support habitat
conservation plans, or HOPs, umier the
Endangered Species Act. These voluntary
plans allow land development and use to
continue while ensuring the long-term
conservation of listed species.

Historieally, Volusia County’s wide, hard-
packed beaches have baen used for driving
gl even racing, activities that often harmed
turtles and dismupted their nesting. As part
of an HCP sipned last year, the eounty
harred vehicles firam rine miles of beach in
the heaviest turtle nesting anea.

Beach goers criticized the county for not.
increasing off-beach parking spaces adjacent
to closed areas, elaiming the county unfalely
restricted besch secess. The prant,
authorized by Section 6 of the Act, allows
the county to buy land to develop alternate
aff-beach parking araps.

Southesst Regional Director Noreen K,
Clough said that by helping purchase land to
develop alternative parking areas, the
Borvies is, in affect, purchasing beach habitat
used by five species off sea turtles for nesting,

“Each alternative parking space ereated will
remove & ear from the beach, cumulatively
redlucing impacts of vehicular drving and
parking, making habitat far better for sea
turtles,” ahe zabd,

Diinna Hewking, Public Affoirs
Allaria, Georngin



Service to Reintroduce Mexican Gray
Wolves to Arizona and New Mexico

The Mexiean wolf, the rarest and st
genetically distinet subspecies of the gray
wolfin Marth America, will be reintrodoced
to u portion of its historis range in Arizons
and New Mexico sometime in 1968,

Interior Secretary Bruce Babhitt signed a
Record of Devizion in March formally
approving a Service recotimendation to go
forward with the reintroduetion. The
decizion was eo-signed by Rayrond J, Fatz,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army,
and Agriculiure Secretary Dan Glickman,

Within a year three family groups, consisting
of an sdult pair and their offspring, will be
released an public lands in the Apache
Mational Forest in esstern Arizona. The
wolves will be allowed to disperse into the
forest and the sdjeining Gils Mational Forest
in Nesw Mexioo, which provide nearly 7,000
siquare miles of habitat for the species.

If walves maove beyond the recovery ares
boundary onto private or tribal lands, they
will ke unles= the land owners or
managers want them to remain. Additional
family groups will be released each year over
the next. thres to fve yeurs untl reaching a
recovery goal of & self-sustaining population
of 100 waolves in the wild.

The recommendation, contained in a Final
Environmental Impact Statement issued
ins late Despember, includes a provision b
designate the released wolves a2 a
norezzential experimental population under
the Endangered Species Act. Such a
designation allows federal, state and trilal
resolres managers mare flexdbility in
rnamagzing: the introduced animals, Wolves
that prey on livestock will be removed by
wildlifie managers, Livestock owners or
managers will be allowed ta kill walves seen
attacking livestock on private land.

The decision follows an extensive period of
review and public comment. A public scoping
process began in 1991, followed by a draft
envirommental i statement kssed in
Jumse 19895, The Serviee hebd 14 public
meetings, three formal public hearings and
recedved nearly 18,000 comments from other
apenries, organizations, and eitizens. These
eormments were analveed, summarized and
responded to in the final environmental
impact statement,

Mexiean wolves anee roamed the mountains
af the Bouthwest and their range extended
frorm Mexieo City Lo zouthern Arizona, New
Mexieo, and Taxas. The last recorded killing
of Mexican wohves in the United States
opcurred in 1570 in Texas and New Mexico.
The kst verified sighting of o live Mexican
wolf was in 1980 in Chihuahna, Medea,
Many Factors bed to the wolf's decline, but
aEpressive predator control programs of
the federal povernment beginning in 1915
sueceedad in eliminating mast Mesdean
wolves by the 1960k,

The Serviee's recovery ohjective for the
Mexican gray wolf is to re-estahilish a viable,
gelf-sustaining population of at least 100 wild
wlves aeross more than 5K rrtiles
of historie ramgre over the next. 7 to 10 years.
The Service and cooperating agencies will
meonitor, evaluate and mansge the wolves,
including mowing those that leave the
resvery areas or cause sipnificant condlict,
such as harming liveatock.

In preparation for the reintroduction, 10
sanctuaries in eight states and the Republic
of Mexieo were moved o & new holding and
hreeding facility at the Sevillasta NWE late
lst year.

Males and femnales were paired in pene at the
gite in hopes they will mate this spring and
thrive in what is a5 close toa wild setting ss
thess wolves have ever seen. There are
currently 25 captive breeding sites in the
United States and 5 in Mexieo managing a
total of 148 Mexican wolves,

The 220,00-gere refuge near Socorro, New
Mesdoo, was chosen for this facility becanse
of its remoteness frm people and for habitat
that is similar to the species” historic range,
which included feothills and mountains from
cetitral Mesdeo to sonthaesstern Avizons,
southern New Mexico, and southwestern



Outreach Critical to Solving
Snow Geese Problem

Population explosion

Sreoae pooss popridetions hove mulitplied
rapidiy i recend yenrs, promptig He
Seririen to foin arith Caonedinn biclogists

fo discuss poesible solitions to the proldes.
LIEFWE pladeo,

More aften than not, wildlife conservation
focuses on boosting the popalations of
gpecies that are in decline. Unfortunately,
one of the stickisat conservatbon problems
citrrently faced by the Bervice deals with a
epecies that i too abundant. for itz sem good,

Enow geese populations have explodisd in
repent years bo the point where the hirds are
literally consuming the arctie nesting habitat
they shure with many other migratory
species. I something is not done soon,

populations of these species may suddenly
erash for lack of a place to nest,

The problem for the Serdce is that possible
means for eontrolling these populations eoald
penerate opposition similsr to the outery
that cocurred last year at Monomay NWER
when bliologists sought to reduce the gull
populations to conserve the endangered
pping plover,

“Much of the public doesn't onderstand the
eoncepl that wildlife needs to be managed,”
gaid Paal Schimidt, ¢hief of the Migratory
Bird Management (Mfice.

Ta bolster outreach efforts, the Servies is
co-gponsrring, along with the Canadian
Wildlife Sarvice and Dhecks Unlimited, a
tour of the damaged nesting habitat for
decizion makers and news media this
surmrmer, The izt of invitees includes eaders
of conservation pa such a5 Defanders
of Wikdlifi, the National Wildlife Federation,
andd the Awtuben Bociety, Acting Director
John Bogers, Assistant Director for
Refuges and Wildlife Bob Strester, and
representatives of the Canadian Wildlife
Service also will participate,

Poszible solutions suppested by the Aredie
Goose Habitat Working Group, comprized
of 118, and Canadian biclogists, include
looseming regulations on baiting, electronic
ealle, and eoncealment during spring “snow
oose anly™ seasons; expanding late spason
hunting before March 10; and negotiating a
revision to the Migratory Bird Convention
with Canada to allow appropriate hunting of
migratary bivda between March 10 and
September 1.

“Dhar hope is that if we show this influential
group the finll ectent of the problem, they will
suppart finding a solution,” Schmidt said,

Hugrh Vickery, Public Affairs,
Washington, DC

Service Heroes
Rescue Sailor,
Navy Tug

Alaska Maritime NWE biologizt Jeff
Williams and refoge maintenanee worker
Steve Bell went beyond the call of duty in
March to rezcue a mortally wounded MNavy
sadlor and then the crew of a foundering
Navy tug boat that had been sent to search
for the sailor.

Egilor Robert Koszman, 24, and four friends
were hiking on Adak, a remote Aleatian
island, when he fell off the mountain, sliding
hurdreds of fiset through enow and exposed
rock. His compardons fourd him and dog a
trench in the snow to shelter him from the
windd. They coversed him, then hiked back to
thedr naval base to get help,

Unfortunstely, the naval base on the island
was preparing to close. Unequipped and
unable to find Ros=man becansa of baze
cloaure preparations, the Mavy asked for
Williams' help. He lad sight sailors on &
five-lour search to locate the injursd man.
They finally found him soffering extreme
hypothermia, a braken collar bone, &
broken nose, massive head injuries and a
broken eye socket,

Williams helped stabilize Rossman and
hielped load hirm onto a Coaat Goard
helicapter for transport to & hoepital in
Anchorage. Unfortunately, Bossman died

several days later from his injuries.

The big picture

Region ¥ Vegetation Eeologiat Stephen
Talbod (Thend George Constariding, aesocinle
mernager for Hefiupes and Wildlifs in
Alaska, study o eolor infaemd clrewmpolor
propection map of the Avetic. Vegstation
mugpers fiom eight Arvctie nefions

anpdud vy Grevmmny and Denwva spend
three dais i Arnchommge drewing the new
mreayrs, ek inchides topice sueh as

Avctic alpine vegetation and flora and
vegretotion af the fndividwel natioss in the
Avetie regione. The weaps wsill help bologists
better wnderatand Avelic Tore and eddvess
eliniectic and ecologicnl problems of the
e, 04 well ae fo anbicipate other global
clinmrte clanges. Pholo by Connde

M. Barclay.



Group Tours Europe’s Rhine for
Answers to America’s Mississippi

To the rescue

Steve Bell, left, aved Jeff Willinms of Alaska
Mavitime NWE used their 25-foot fiberglass
Brostoa Whaler to padl off o daring reseiee ol
getin tea frigid Aleution falemds of Alzako
LEFWE plodo.

Meamahile, as Williams was leading s team
over Hezorbaek Mountain, the Mary zent a
search party on a larpe tug boat, A skdff
lnonehed by the tug overturmed in the surt,
sending crewmen into the freesdng water,
Thay washead ashore on the beach, At the
garne time, the tug lost power and drifted
perilously close to the rocks.

Thea erew radioed Bell, who, joined by
Williame, used a Servies Boston Whaler
to pull the Navy tug sway from the rocks,
resee the spilors and ferry them back

to base

Consie M.J. Barclay, Preblie Afoira
Anchorage, Abeska

The Miz=issippd Hiver and Europa's Rhine

River are an ocean apart, but the bwo rivers
share a common role a3 vital waterways on

their respective continents, They also share
common ecological problerms,

Mavigation is a huge economic faetor on
bath rivers. Dume, dikes, dredging and
ather navigation improvements have Jed

to widespread alteration of fish and wildlife
habitat. Flood control levees separate

the waterways from their flocdplains,
intemsifying foods when they oeear,

Water quality has declined, especially from
nan-paint searee pollution, and bath rivers
have developed ominous “dead zones"

at their mouths,

I ligehst. of this, 16 Amerienn seientizts and
engineers from a variety of fedaral, state
and private groups, including Rick Nelson,
enpervisor of the Rock Island, Tlincis,
Eealogieal Services field office, resently took
& tour of the Rhine &8 part of an exchange
program hosted by the World Wildlife
Fund. WWF is taking a leadership role in
European river conservation,

“We have a tremendous opportunity to learn
from what the Europeans have done on the
Rhine,” Melzon said. “The Bhine has been
degraded for hundreds of years and the
problems are degp-seated and difficult to
solve. On the Missizgippd, we still have the
time ko make choices that promote both
ecanomic development and eeosyatem
restoration—uwe can still avoid the choiees
that will canae the decline of the Hver's
eengyvsbem.”

The Rhine's problems are more severe than
the Misgissippi's. The river, onee home to
6 fish species, now has only 15 to 25
speciea and o salmon, Most stretehes of
the Mississippi, by comparison, have more
than 130 species.

Europs alao is struggling Lo control severs
river bed degradation caused by dams and
ather water projects, Each year Germany
dumps 30 million tons of gravel into the river
to prevent degradation, and France and
Germany are spending heavily to regain 230
milllion cuble meters of Nood stormge in o
foodpinin that has been intensely developead.

There iz atill time for Amerie to avaid
these severe problems on the Mississippd,
Nelson said. But just as many nations must
cooperate in Earope, states and the

Pesderal government must cooperate in
Ameriea. This sometimes can be a problem.
Faor example, different interpretations of
fedlaral standards by variows states leads
Lo ineonskstencies in achieving water
quality goals.

*The trip confirmed that we are basically
doing the right things in our approach to
consarvation on the Mississippi,” Mealzon
snid, “But probably more important, it
confirmed what we've been communicating
for yvears to 113, development interests—
that it iz far es=ier and leas expensive to
prevent environmental problems and
degradation in the short mon than to fix
them in the long run,”

Rachel F. Levin, Pullic Affaies,
Washington, DC

Rhina Time

Eeruice Mologist Rick Nelson, lefl, inspects
it fhine delta Tood eondrmd dam in Helland
with Mark Ackelsor of the Fowa Natirl
Heritage Foundation. Photo by Das
MelGuiness,



Companies, Service Join to Help
Birds Avoid Power Line Deaths

High wire accident
A soowdhill crane hangs frim a power line e Tulsa Infernational Airport in Ofdahoma,
Fhaoto by Jowes Lema,

Puwer lines are a perennial threat to birds,
especially larger species such a8 eranes,
storks and waterfow] which often cannot see
the lines and die after mid-fight collizions,
With millions of miles of power lines in the
United States, the number of bird deaths
natiomwide is signifieant,

Also, thousands of birds, primarily hawks,
owle, eagrles and valtores that perch, roost,
or build nests on poles, are electrocuted each
year at electric facilities,

In 1888, the Service joined in a partnership
with power companies across the country to
form the Avian Power Line Interaction
Committes. The committes conducted
extensive tests over thres years near Monte
Vista NWR in southern Colorado, where
abundant power ines support the pumping
of ground water for irrigation and whene
fine endangered whooping eranes had besn
killed ar injured after colliding with lines,

Two techniques to improve the visibiity of
power lines proved effective, reducing bird
martality by 40 percent to 60 percent in test
areas. Placing several bright yellow
fiberglass hanging plates on power lines
between pales helped birds see the lines in
tirme to wvoid eollizions, (Studies have shown
that hirdz ean see and resct to bright. vellew
mare quickly than ather colors,)

In sddition, yellow polyviny] chloride plastic
dampers, wrapped around lines to keep them
from galloping in high winds, worked well, as
did markers developed in Europe that serve
a5 line dampers amd present larpe silhouette-
like plates, For larpe, less mansuveralle
birds, these markers can be a lifesaver.

The key to reducing electrocutions,
researchers found, is to keep birds from
making simultaneous eontact with hot wires
and grounded hardware. This means
providing a five-foat. mindmum separation
between conductors and grounded hardwane
or, alternatively, insulating the hardoare

or conductors.

The eommittes sponsored an international
wiorkshop on the problems that attracted
more than 100 enginecrs and hiologists,
It also produced several informational
bulletins and a training video,

In cooperation with the Serdee’s National
Conservation Training Center, the
eommittes also conducted a two-day training
courss entitled “Reducing Bird Collizions
and Electrocutions,”

Copies of the publications on mitigating hird
enllisions are available by contacting the
Edison Eleetric Institute at S00/333 5453,
Copbes of the raptor protection bulletin are
available from Jim Fitzpatrick, Raptor
Research Foundation, at 612437 4350,

JSames Lewvis, Eeological Sevvices,
Allnvgergue, New Merioo




Partnership Brings Indiana

Marsh Back to Life

Historieally, waterfowl and ather wildlife
floarished dn the S00,000-pere Grand
Kankakee Marsh in northwest Indiana, one
of the continents largest wetlands and one of
the most significant natural areas in Indiana

In the late 19th century, however, settlers
channelized the adjacent Kankskes River,
shortening the river to a thivd of ita natural
length and draining nearly the entive marsh.
The diverse wildlife vanished with it

Today the great marsh is slowly coming back
to life thanks to the Indiana Grand Kankakee
Marsh Restoration Project, & partnership
involving the Serviees Bloomington, Indiana,
Ecological Services field office, other federal
and state agencies, businessas and

‘E‘D]'EE!":.H.'JD]I‘D]‘E&III.‘HDI’M

The 10-year restoration project began bwo
years agro as part of the Upper Mizzisaippi
Kiver/Lower Great Lakes Joint Venture
unsder the North American Waterfowl
Managernent Flan, The goal ultimately is to
restore 26,500 acres of the marsh,

Dwuring the first two-year phase, the partners
sequired and restored more than 4,400

acres of wetlands and sssociated uplands,
surpasaing expectations, and last November,
the North American Wetlands Conservation
Council swarded the project a 21 million
grant to help fund a second phase to restore
4,000 addition seres. The project's partners
have pledged an additional $2.7 million in
land, cash and in-ddnd serdees,

Project partners are focusing on restoring
wetlands, planting native grasses in upland
areas and enhaneing praire areas with
eontrolled burning.

A oresnlt, the wildlife are returning. The
project anea is now home to more than 220
state threntenad and endangered species,
six federally-listed species and more than
TOHL OO watenfowl, and it provides a spring
and fall migration stopwver for nearly the
entire Morth American popalation of greater
aandhill cranes.

The project also benefita people: The
restored Grand Kankakes Marsh will gpreatly
enhance water quality, reduce flooding of
surreunding private land, recharge

and encourage plant growth,
In aciition, the march w.rﬂlprlztidﬂ & variety
of outdoor recreation oppartunities to loeal
residents.

In addition to restoring the marsh, the
Service is proposing to protect 30,000 aeres
along the Kankakes River in northwestern
Indiana and northeastern [lineds by creating
the Grand Kankakee Marsh NWE.

The refuge would consist of a series of small
parcels of land linking habitat throughout
the Kankakee Biver watershed. Lands
eurrently being restored under the Grand
Kankakee Marsh Restoration Project may
also be included in the proposed refuge.,

Public meetings will be held throughout June
to gather somments for an environmental
assegsment to be prepared later in the
AU,

Gregrygin Parkam, Ecological Services,
Hloomington, Tedinme

Landing zone

A woeleorne sight greels soradhill eromnes and
other miigroking waterfiud as they cmes
novtfivest Mndimea-Konkokee Mok, onee
et oof bhe povidinent's lengest wetlands, is
mmz'ngba& m.igr&. Thiz Bgere sife was
the firsl property cequired by the Fndiann
(rrond Konkakee Morsh Restordion
Prodect, and is ooned and maenaged by the
Novthwest Indiana chagter of Waterfn
[T8A [TSFWE pliato,

“Trojan Horse”

Tactic Nets

Suspected
Wildlife Poachers

When Greek warriors condguerad Troy, they
did it by stealth, using a Trojan horse filled
with soldiers o infiltrate enemy territory.

A modern version of that tactie was nsad

by law enforcement persannel to cateh
sus-m:b:l poachers in Missouri—hut this
time, recreational vehicles replaced the
famons wooden horsa,

The raid came in April at a publiz
campground st Fort Leonard Waeod,
Missour, where & loosa-knit group of
suspected poachers had gathered for turkey
season, Two BVs full of military police
entered the campground, and before any
suspicions were raised, enforcsment
personnel had surrounded the ares. Within
o mimite, military police sacured the
campground, allowing Servies special agents
ard State law enforcement spents to search
for llegal wildlife and nterview subjects,

Undereover work by apecil agents from the
Bervice set the stage for the raid. Acting on
tipe from Fort Leonand Wood's game
warden, several Bervice agents infiltrated
the group, whose members reportedly
humted wut of season, excesded lagal bag
limits and used illegal and unsafe hunting
methods to kill deer, wild turkey, and doves,

Much of the suspected illeral hunting tock
place at Fort Leonsurd Wood in highly
populated aress, such as housing districts, or
in areas used for military training exercises,
Suspected poachers allegadly shot dear from
readways, and in ane Instanee, from the
Fort's car wash. Sounds of from
poachers were often mistakenly attributed
to Army training exercizes.

Information from approxdmately 20
individuals interviewed following the raid
wis provided to the U8, Attorney and to
Btate prosecubors for farther action.
Violators could face charges under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Lacey Act,
andd u variety of state wildlife lrws,

Georgria Perkam, Eeologicel Services,
Bloomington, Mmudione



Fish & Wildlife...In Brief

Moreen Clough Retires

R4 Regional Director Nereen Cloagh, the
first wioman to serve as a Servies regional
director, retired ot the beginning of July,
ending a career that began in 1978, Clough
became B4 regional director in 1995, Before
that she had served in a variety of posts
including Acting Deputy Director-Esxternal
Affairs, Acting R2 Regional Director, and
Dheputy Assistant Director for Fisherfes,
Bhe was recently named 1997 Woman of
the Year by the American Sportfishing
Azzociation for her leadership in developing
tha region’s fisheries and aguatie resourees.

Hurbehikizz MIFH ta Pravide Disease-Free

Traut to Colorada Streams

The Servies will stock trout from Hotchkizs
Mational Fish Hatehery in some of
Colorado's prize fishing locales, including
the South Platte, Gunnison, and Calorada
riviers whire native populations have been
decimated by the whirling dizeaze parasite.
Testing performed in Mareh by the Serviee's
Bazeman Fish Health Lob confirmed that
the hatehery is free of the parasite. Colorado
will pay the Serviee 350,000 to defray the
eoet of supplying 1.2 million rainbow trout,
The Colorado Division of Wildlife's ability to
stock fish that are whirling dizsease-froe has
beeen greatly curtaded due to lack of whirling
iisease-free farilities.

FAA Agrees to Change Flight Pattarn,

Pratect Eagles

The Federal Aviation Administration has
sgreed to require all airplanes taking off
from Darver's International Airport during
the winter months to avoid flying over the

primary bald eagle winter roost site at Rocky

Mountain Arsenal. This will require planes
ehanging course to the southwest to delay
turning for approximately 1Y miles until
they are past the site, except in weather
emergencies. The PAA izzued the divective
s an interim step while formal eonsultations
with TJ:1E Sarviee continue. *By making

this minor change in the Might path, it is
hopad that eagles will return to their
original m:ﬂumgsute that. they have used
historically,” said Ralph Morgenweck, Rf
regional director.

Lanw Enforcemant Shuts: Down Reptile
Smuggling Scheme

Sarviee law enforeement agents were
ingtrumental in gaining the conviction of
an Mlinods man who uzed the T8, Madl to
smuggle large numbers of rare and
protected reptiles into the United States
from Spain. James Zaworski, 31, of Mardon,
IMinndz, pleaded guilty earlier this yoar to
ane felony count of conspiracy to smupgple
wibdlife into the country and to trade in
protected species in interstate sommeree,
He faces 5 years incarceration andfor a
H260,000 fine.

Sarvice Law Enforesment inspectors at
Eennedy Airpart in New York bogan their
investigation of Zaworskd when they found
# parcel from Spain addressed to him
eontaining 13 Lilford's wall lizards, 5 small
blue lizard that inhabits the Balearic
Islamds off the Spanish coast. The lizards
are protectad by the Convention an
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES).

Aprents followed the packape to jia
destination in gouthern [llinois where they
ohiained a soarch warrant for Zawarski’s
residence, They found records and
documents chronicling 10 vears of sugeling
repliles to and from Spain, France, and
South Afriea and seized a number of reptiles,
including box turtles collected illegally at. a
natipnal wildlife reflage,

Zaworskd also zent venomous snakes through
the mail in violation of 17.5. Postal laws,

Release of Prairie Chickens Labeled

a Major Success

Serviee hiologizts labeled lnst snmmer's
release of 69 Atbwater's praivis chickens at
Attwater Prairie Chicken NWE in Texas a
major success after an unexpectedly high
number survived the first six months,
Twenty-eix birds, ar 38 pereent, survived,
more than double the rate of an earlier pilot
ralease project. Releases of eaptive-reared
grouse have not been very successful in the
past and the sueesaa of this release prvwvided
widuphde information on ways to acclimate
the birds. Refuge Manager Terry Rossignol
gaid birds left in acclimation pens for lnger
periods had a much higher survval rate
when released,

Tattoo Parlor Dperator Convicted of Six Felonies
A federal jury convicted the operator of a
chain of tattoo parlors in Massachusetts of
gl felony charges for hunting without &
valid license in Alaska and then transportin
the illegully taken game across state ¢
lines. Lawrence Romano, 50, of Moant
Washington, Massachusstts, was fined
E30,000 and barred from hunting for two
years. Apeniz searching Romane's horme
seized & live black bear he had caged in his
backyard, a live endangered copperhead
enake from his basement, and six big

game mounts.

Region 5 ARD-EA Named 199 Conservation
Communicator of the Year In Northeast

Spence Conley, ARD for External Affairs in
Region &, has been named 1996 Conservation
Communicator of the Year by the Morthenst
Conservation Information and Education
Association. The award, which eited Conley
“for hiz lifetime achievements and lesdership
in the Northeast.” was presented during the
recent Mortheast Wildlife Conferensce held
in Framingham, Mass, The eonferanes
annaally brings torether wildlife and natoral
resoures managers il communieators

frorm both state and federal agencies in the
13-state Northeast Region,

MNew Duck Stamp Format in the Warles for 1998
Waterfow] hunters and stamp collectors will
have a choiee to make when they buy their
198500 Federal Duck Stamps: to lick or
not o lick? The Service and the Buresy of
Engraving and Printing are developing a
self-adhesive, single-issue Duck Stamp

and plan to sell it alongeide the traditional
gummed stamp beginning in July 1998,
Both atamps will be svailable during a
three-vear trial period as the Serviee
ganges the reaction of hunters, collactors
and merchants,

In the fiture, Duck Stamps may be available
for purchase 24 hoors a day; the Service and
the BEF are looking into dispensing Duck
Stamps from sutomatic teller machines in
the same manner as regular postage stamps,



Service Forensic Researchers Help Ged
Paoisonous Herbal Medicines 0§ the Market
Srientists at the Serviee's National Fish

and Wildlife Forensics Lab in Ashland,
Oregon, helped to get nine potentially
deadly Chinese herbal medicine balls off

the rarket in Hong Kong and keep the
poisonous mixturas out of the United States,
The Serviee had suspected the balls
contained ground wp rhinoceros horns. Lab
researchers determined that the herbal-ball
preparations, hand-rolled mixtures of herbs
and honey used to treak fever, rheumatizm
and other illnesses, also contained potentially
fatal levels of mercury and arsende, The lab
tested herbal-ball preparations that had heen
emugpbed into the eountry and seized by the
Service for suspected endangerad speciss
violations, The Hong Kong gpovernment
verified the Service’s findings and barmed
the nine herbal-ball preparations from the
market in that commaonwealth.

Deadly mindune

The Service’s Forensics Lab delermined
that these Chinese medicine bails, whick
comteined illegal endasigered specios
prnts, were wmnde with dangerously kigh
tevels of meroury and arsenie, Photo by
Steve Hillebromnd

‘Whirling Disease Video Available

“Whirling Ot of Control?—Some
Reflections on Salmonid Whirling Disesse,™
a rew widies jointly produced by the

Bervice and the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, highlights some of the 1996 field
research activities to explore causes and
treatments of whirling disease in western
trout fisharies. The Hmited-distribution
program is intended for fishery managears,
sarious anglera and others coneerned about
the patential impacts of the disease on wild
trout populations and recreationg fsheries,
Limited free quantities remain svailahbla
from the National Corservation Training
Center's Division of Education Outreach
(phone: 304/876 T231).

Parroi Smuggler Pays Record Fines

Adolph “Buzz" Pare pled guilty in April to
tw Lacey Act violations in connection with
alleged illegal importation of Afidean grey
parrats, He will pay fines and restitution
totaling $500,000, the kburgest sum ever paid
in & federal wildlife smuggling ease; in
addition, he could be serteneed to up to five
years in prison and ordered to pay up to
250,000 in additional fines when he is
gentenced in July. Pare, who runs a business
called Gators of Miami, Tne., was charped
with conspiring to illegally emuggle African
grey parrots into the 112, and with filing
falze importation doruments, Betwesn 1988
and 1991, Pare allegedly conspired to
smuggle some 4,000 Congo African grey
parrots Mlegally taken from their wild habitat
in Znire, where commercial trede in grey
parrots has been banned. The parrots were
shipped from Zaire to Senegal, and exported
to the U8, wing false CITES éxport
documents stating that they orginated in
Cuinea or the Ivory Coast, where the

Congo African grey parrot doss not occur

in the wild, Conge Afriean gray parrots,
which are 5 epecies under
Appendix IT of CITES, can retail in the

(.5, for $600 to 31,000 each.

Here Come the Beetles. . .

Bervice field stathong and state wildlife
apreneies are lining up to place thelr gnders
for bestles imported from Europe to control
purple loosestrife, a nuisance plant that
overruns wetlamils, replaces native plants,
i derrades food, shelter and nesting sites
for wildlife, Thanks in part. to some $3200,000
in Federal Aid prants over the past two
years, biologists at Cornell University have
been studying and breeding insects that
feed salely on purple loosestrife, More

than & decade of research has led to the
introduction into North Ameries of four
species of loosestrife-chomping Europaean
insects, with the latest shipment scheduled
to arvive this summer. Cornell researchers
teated the European beatles to ensure that
they would not eat other plant species

and found that the insects would starve
themselves rather than eat anything other
than loozestrife, To date about 26,000
loosestrife-eating insects have been released
on Serviee lands in Region 3 states, and this
vear another 1 million are expected to be
releazed throughowt North America,

The Consenvation Fund Captures National
Wetlands Conzenation Aweard

The Service presented its anmeal National
‘Wetlands Consarvation Award to The
Conservation Fund for its efforts leading to
the creation of Big Eranch Marsh NWR In
Lousizsiana, The Fund aequired, and then
donated to the Bervice, 10200 acres in a
valuahle wetland ecosystem threatened by
encroaching urban developrment along Lake
Ponchartrain, near New Orleans, Big Branch
March NWE provides hahitat for migratory
wading birds, shorebirds and other wildlifa,

Hushand-and-wife team Jackie Niemi and
Micheal Davia recaived the individual awad
For radsing $54,000 o acquire 77 acres of
Beaver Creek Marsh on the central Oregon
eoast, which is now being managed by The
Nature Conservaney. Miseni and Divis
stepped in to parchase the marsh, which
provides habitat for a variety of waterfow] as
weell as native anadromous fish such as coho
ealmon, after the Service desided that it
eoulbd not make the sequisition.



And the winner is. ..

Young avtists from Colifornin, Michipea
el North Dakote took top Rowors i the
Juseior Duck Stamp Design Condest last
mgrith, Scoll Russell, 17, af ML Shaata,
Celiforwia, 1wom firat prize with ks aoyplic
painting of Conada geese (pictared).

Second ploce weid to Evik Pelevson, 18,
of Deavborm, Mickipan, for hiz oorplic

ki bgfflehends, Samw Colemeas, 18,
Eﬂmﬂwmﬁmmﬁmmd
Seott will vecetoe o §2,000 sefolaralip and
il thirpa top wivenare will ba floarm fo
Washington with thetr ot leachers ond a
prerenf to be honored af the Federal Duck
Stmp Covdest 1 Oetober,

Every sfofe, o8 well as (e DHstrict of

E‘::-.Lumﬁm, prrticipated in this year's Junior
Ihick Stamp Corndest. Acting Director

Jofer Rogers praised the Junior Dheck

Stamep Program, colling 1 a “wonderil

opporticnili far poung people to develop o

tifelong telerest i bind conseriafion. "
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A Friend in High Places

The Serviee's mission to conserve Amerien’s
fih and wildlife resourees has received

a weleome boost this year from the direct
invalvement and interest of Seeretary
Babhitt. We can all rermember Interior
geeretaries who had litte intereat in or
knowledge of what the Service does.
Becretary Babbith understands not only
what we do bat also how important it = to
this country, He has made an unpresedented
cormmitment of his time and persuasiva
abilities to support the Service,

There probably is no searer example of this
carnmitment than the recent battle over
refuge legislation. The bill that was originally
introdueed in Congress would have made
hunting, fishing, bird watching, and other
recreatipnal activities “purposes™ of the
system, Secretary Babbith believes so
strongly that wildlife conservation should be
the one and only parpose of the system that
he personally testified against the bill before
the House Resourees Committes, Then

T mat anky ealled for ot also personally
attended snd directed mestings with
eonzcrvation groupa, mernbers of Congress
and their staff to develop compromize
legrislation. The resalt i a bill (H.R. 14200
that reaffirms eonservation as paramount.
to all elze on the refiege syatem,

Likewize, Seeretary Babbitt has taken a
deep, personal interest in the resuthorization
of the Endangered Species Act. He has been
directly overseeing and guiding work on the
administration's position and negotiations
with Senate committes staff,

Ag g result of this participation, we are more
hopefisl than ever that Congress will pass
a strong reauthorization that will continue
to conserve endangered species and their
habitat for future generations,

Serretary Babbitt akso has been supportive
of our effprts in the field. For instanee, he
recently traveled to Okefenckee NWE to
peraanally express oppogition to any effort
by DuPont Corporation Lo mine titanium
deposits next to the refuge. He can cite
chapter and verse on red-pockaded
wionipecker conservation, courtesy of several
seseions in the feld with Servee biologist
Ralph Costa. On a recent Florida trip, he
asked for a tour of Key Deer NWE and
spent a day with refuge manager Barry
Stieglitz. On more than one cecagion, he has
appeared at Directorate meetings, displaying
a keen interest in the Servies, our mizssion
and most importantly, our people. This is the
kind of enthusizgsm and hands-on support
rarely seen from his predecessors.

Az Interior Seeretary and a former fwo-time
governor of Arizona, Secretary Babbitt is o
resl force on the national scene. We shoukd
all foel thankful, proud and imvigorated by
his willingmess to uze his office and his
prestige in support of the Service and our
eonservation mandate,
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