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Condors Soar Once More Over the Grand C:inyun

Under & spectacular gky amd m
fromt of & festive crovwd of 1000
people, Service baologiss freed six
youn Califomia comdors on
Anzona’s breathlakimg Virmalwon
Cliffs om Drecember |2, the firsi
fime the birds have been ween m the
Grand Canyon State in 72 yeurs,

The released condors are
officially classified as an
experimental and non-exsental
population — a term that alloes
comsilerable fexibality m the
marsgemenit of the birds and showld
help allay fears among somse local
landowners that their presence
comld lead to greater federal contrzl
o negulation of private property.

The crowwd joined Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbiit in a
counidoam that cudminated ina
radio sipral o bialogists atop the
cliffs to open the comdors” pers,
where the birds had been caneflally
menitored during a six-week

To the: defigiied gasps and
shoats fiomm the thromg — which
inclsded Arizona Gov, Fifie
Symangton and Sen. kobn MeCan
— the young binds left their pen,
boink @ fiew hops t the cliil’s edge
and within mirutes ook to the air,
explomng the sy and wome rocky
cliffside moosts,

The relesse attracted
corsiderable media interest, both in
the United Sintes and abnoad.
Service public affairs specialists
warked with the condor team for
itk 1o iwaet thee media‘s logistical
requinements in o remobe area
devold of corventiorsl
commumications. Thes mcluded
arranping pool video amd seill ploto
covernge, providing for saiellite
tedevizion transmissson, and wnding
to thee meads of reporters hungry for

Lifiof. A Caliormia condor takes off atier being released on Arzona's
ermilon Clits. Credit: Jaff Robbirs/&F Phoo.

new information.

“The weather couperated, the
hirds cooperasd — this was
absodutedy the best-ever launch that
wit have bad,” said Service condor
coardmator Robert Mesta of the
Ventara, Califormia, Field Odfice.
*This o= could not have been
better”

Mlesta said the single greatesi
challenge in the Arzons condor
relenss was comvincing landowamners
that the presence of the binds would
rict interfers with use of their and.
The Service released the birds only
after an extensive sonics of meetings
with local povernments in southerm
Utnh and nomthern Aricona, public
beearms in both states, and a thiee-
momih public comment period.

*Thene was apprehenson 3 Lhe

outser, which | could understand.
tumt after we miked to people at
lemgih, and backed up our
mssamnees in writing, people in the
release anca seemed 1o relax. Thar
wils testimany i a kot of candid
ieetings, a kot of talking and, |
think, some newfound credibility on
both sidies,” Mesta said.

The comdors relessed m Arizona
wizre bred m caplvity at the Los
Angeles Zoo and The Peregring
Fund's Wardd Cemter for Binds of
Prev in Baoise, ldaho, This was the
first tirme condiors had been relessed
ousside of Califomia. Persgrine
Fund hiclogists wiall monsor the
candars, all of which are weaning
radio transmitiers.

Peregring Fund president

Wilham Bumbam sad ot was

precisely that kind of involvemen
aned cooperation between government
amd the private secior that made “this

histaric everd” passible,

The California condos's decline
paralleled the setling of the American
Wiest, a4 sentbers alol and poisoned
the hirds and others collected condar
egs. Thene were only mime beft in the
wild by 1987, when they were
trappid ard & captve breeding coloey
beggun in Los Angeles. Todmy, there
are 120 condors in the warld — 20 m
the wild im Califomia, four inoan
acchmatson pin m Ventana,
Califomia and %0 in captive bresding
facilmhies in Cabiformss and |daho.

The Arizona release involved
cocperstion with the Servce by a
mamsber of organizations, inchiding
The Peregrme Furd, the Amemican
o snd Aguarium Association, the
Bureau of Land Mansgement, the
Arizona Came and Fish Deparmmeent,
the Litah Department of Matural
Russounces, e Hualapa Tribse, the
Mavagpo Mation, the Phoenix, Los
Anpeles ardd San Dicgo Zoos, Glen
Camyon Mational Recreation Anem,
Eaikbab Mational Forest, Grand
Camyon Mational Park and the Cimnd
Camyom Trust, s

— K Brrtam,
Prablic: Afferirs, Washingron




Babbitt Honors Lard, Marler, and Smith for Distinguished Service

At a December ceremony in
Washimgion, Inmenior Secretany
Bnac: Habhigt kancred three
loaptine Service cnployess —
Clande Lard, Sum Muarfer and
Drick Smifith — with the
Departrnent’s Distinguished Service
HAvward for tbeir contribitions to fish
and wildlife conservation.

Thee awand iz the highest given
by the: Diepartment s carser civil
servanks and recopnizes outstanding
achievement in their careers, Each
received 8 wrillen cilation
highlighting their achievements.
Hiere are a lew exoerpls fom the
cliations:

Claude Land — “In a 50-year
carcer with the Service, working in
all areas |:|F:E:|'L13E AR el
land scquisition and & wide variety
of signaficant realty matiers, Mr
Lard distingguished himsz1f with his
dedication o excellences 1n resalrce
manapement. He has been a
significant, innovative force i the
preservation, soequisition, and
management af vital waterfawl
habitats throughowt the Gulf of
Mexico region, the Atlantic coast,
and siparian areas abong the
Colordn Enver, Hiz efforis have
established Serdieswide sandands
and pml;-pli:n'zs that are followed b_'.-
fillonw professionals in the natural
ressoaarce fickd throughout the
couniry.”

Sami Marler = “Me Marler
served the Department of the
Interiar with distimction = a numbséer
of challengling assdprmenis
throughout his 2-year caneer.
Ammonyg the moest demarding was
his termre as the Services first
Astitant Derector for Extemal
Affairs from 1984 to 1992 [n thas
capacity, be not oaly accomplished
lasting achézvements hut, mon
mnparianly, establahed 2n
enhancsd standard of
profiessionalism for natural resource
cornmumicators both within and
withaut the Service. In 1992, M,
barler was asked in assume the
challengiig role of Reglonal
Drirecior in the Service's CGreat
Lakes Begoon - . . One measure of
M. Marler's success is quickly
fivund in the mmpressive niober of
wedland restoration sites that have
been restoned through creative

parmerships,”

A career honored, Secreiary Babiitt prasents. iormar Daputy Director Dick Smith with the Department's
Distinguished Service Award o & December ceremony in'Washington. Al lefi is Deputy Asalsiant Secredary Don
Barry. Phale by Tami Hellemann,

Dick Srnith — “Through his 31-
year career with the Service,
Richard M, Smath demonstratid
bzadership, imtegrity and dedication
to a degree that not andy resulted in
significant carcer achievemenis, i
alsa 524 a standard for execubive

excellence theoighout the: Servies . ..

He contribuied significantly 1o
ensuring proper balance berwesn
scientific research and manzgement
mitiatives, whilc bakancing natural
rescurce conservatian amd public
apgess and use of those resourees . .
[As the Service’s depuaty director |
BbAE. Smith's strong beadership robs
was evidenced by decisons
comcEming HUnNEHoUE sensitive
niztuml resource issuss of national
ared internationsl impect,”

Babhitt also bonared seven
Service emploves for valor in
risking their lives o save others.
Gary E. Peeples was a student
intzm at Pea [zland WWE in Morth
Carolic when he rescwed & famdly
af four when they were swepl away
from the besch by a riptide during
the summer of | 993,

Also at preat rsk to themselves,
a grovp of six refiage employees in
Florida reseued mumerous residents

af the Gulf Caast af Flomda afier a
severe wimter siom in 1993 caused
mapid fooding of coastal ans.
Maryy of the residents were elderly
andd wouhd banve deed if they had nod
been rescwed. Five of the heroes
were an duty at Chassahawrtzka
MWE. They are:

Themdore (ndler, assisant
reflage manager; James W, Pilgrim,
law erfarcement odficer; Bob
Qaarles, refage maimtenance
worker; Cameron Shaw, refuge
manaeer; and Benita Smith, office
mezisiam, The sixth hero was Val
Ui, refuge manager at 54
Pelries: BWRL,

[n addition, Babbitt presented
the Secrelany’s Diversity Amand far
AccessiblioyEmployment of
Persons with Disshilines o Regan
59 Section 204 Coordination Team.
According 1o the citation, “the bzam
developed and implemenssd
systernatc approach for ensumng
fulll acoessibility to all regional
facilities apen o the general publa
... The individual arsd concerted
effors of the: team members
inspired many project leaders and
supl:ruimns 1 fially support the
imteit of the S04 program,”

Thee miernbers of the team are!
Georpe Cortes, EEC specialist;
Thomas Comish, cuidoos
recreatian planner; Junice Rowan,
fish bualogist: Michael Kirbhy,
huadpet assistant; Christing Nolan,
sdmimistrative officer; Paula
Hutton, secretary; and Kart
Diting, anchitect

Finally, Babhitt presenied the
Dhepastrenl’s Public Service Awsnd
io Roger Premss, o wildlife artist
and lifielong conservationist, and the
Conservation Service Amard 1o Vin
Sparame, 2 leagtime wiiter and
editor with Churdioar Life,

Preuss' cilaizon soted he
contributed or genemeed mone than
£4.5 mallson for habitat preservation
and countless hours of wark to
willdlifie causes over e course of
his distinguished carcer as o wildlifi
artist, wiich included designing the
1949 Theck Stnmp.

Sparama’s cilation noted that
he “personified the role of nctive
spoetairiam and dedicated
conservationist, As nowriter and
editor, ke soupht 1o comvy
faithfully the comerstome values
aned virfues of unting and angling.”
v
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Holy Cow, Batman, There’s a Senator Outside the Cave!

It wvas the last place vou might
have expected i find a Linsed
Stancs senator on e night before
Halloiseen — at the entrance of an
abandoned imon mins gazing info
the éyes of & hat.

Bt thest s where Sen. Frank
Laastenberg went 1o pledge has
comtmued suppon for the Service's
wark in conservimg emclangered
species like the Indiana ket tha
dwelks in the shandoned Hibsermia
Bdme in Bockaway Township, Mew
Jersey

Lasuterhirg was enamored with
thie baes. 1 just want 1o hug them
when you sec how important they
are,” he told an audience of 30,
inchoding pews media. “One bat can
catch 3600 insacts in a single
evening. Bais also protect
agriculiuml crops by eating
insects.”

The senator went an o poml aul
that nesearchens ane analyzing the
amti-coagulant properties of vampine
hat saliva, which could lead to a
niew biload thimner for beart patsents.

Far the New kersey Field
Ciffice, the senatar’s appeamnce
represented the frait of tao years
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of educating s staff absour
endangered specics msoes in Mew
Jeracy,

Startng in 1994, Service
Endangered Species Biclogist
Ammezite Schener and
Comimunicatons Specialist Angela
Tracy established regular conlact
wilh thse senator ‘s special events
cordinaior m his Mew Jersey
oifice, emphasizing the mportanc:
of hats and other endangered
species o Mew Jersey,

The vakue of bats in pest controd,
fior examyple, was an imgorta hook
in gettimg the serator’s staff o agree
wr thie event, Tracy said. Comtrol of
mosguitoes and agriculhomd pests =
an imporiant issue in Mew lersey:

“¥our mexsage ofien needs o be
tied hack o the vosers and 1o
ccommac issues,” she saul

Scherer and Tracy also pointed
aud thad saving the hahitat of an
endampened specics often conserves
ather non-endangered spocees. *We
needed 1o educaie the staff on the
impartant rale thal species such as
bats phay in the overnll health of an

Eye on ihe bal. LS. Senaior Frank Lautsnbeng inspecis & brown bat hald by Mike Valant, a biclogist wilh (ha
Mew Jersay Division of Fish, Gama and Wildia, cutsids the abandened Hibermia Mine in Rockaway Township,
Mew Jasay, Credil: Kim Ambridge/USFWS

easysberm amd thal protecting an
md.am_.l_n-md species henefits other
species. Selwerer sasd,

Bus the maaist important factor
was [he personal pouch. Establishing
a relatiprship with the staff is
critical o getling a senator ar
COMETessan o Some o an evenl.
With a senatar, that is usually the
specinl evenis coordinator in the
bame odfice. With a congressman, it
iz isually the distict coordinatoe

“Wiou can't think of dealing with
the siaff as a one-time event or as
somethimg you do only when there’s
comroversy,  Tracy sl “You have
tir b 1 contact with them
consistenthy and keep educating,
theern.”

The= little touches alsa are
imporiant. Afker the event at the
miine, the Mew Jersey Field Oflce
sl Lavtenberg a phosograph of the
senator surrounded by chaldnen
lesakangz &4 a stthe browm bat,

“With any heck, he™l] hang it 1o
s office,” Tracy said. ol

— Faigh Vickery,

Prelelie Ajffairs, Washington



Effsctive conservation depends
om America’s pasaion for wild
places and wild creatures.

Unforhmately we sometimes
can kwe a place in death.

That = the challenpe facing the
Service on the Kenai River m
Alnska, famous for king salmon as
lange as 0 poamids ns well as bar
hirowwT hears and an abundsncs of
atber wildlife. Fasi-paced
development and growmng numbsrs
of bagters and &nglers on the rver
are eroding banks, destroying
salmon rearing habitat, and leading
o meare pondlicts betwnen bears and
harmeans,

Fortanately, the SErvice s
afopbioi of the scosystem appraach
came # just the right time for the
Kenai River and the sumounding
peninsula, an area which includes
Kenai MWEL. The South Centml
Alaska Boosystem Team has
unclertakin projocts it conserve anid
resinre the Kenaa that would never
have been thought of, nuch less
umdeniaken, five years ago.

Jum's Lasding, a busy tnkeout
spot for Kenai boaters locatad on
thie refizge, 15 a good example,
Ecological Services used a
challenge graml w0 purchase
materials o share up mver banks
arpand the bsdmg that were
ercading. Refuge staff drowe live
willow hranches i the banks with
the bope that they would sprout and
bejin to create ool singiure, They
il smchored fallen frees along the
banks to redwee the vikocity of the
riwer and provide fish cover.
Already, hiologiss are seeing the
resuslis 5 vegetwtion bas grown arsd
sediment has begun 1o build up
alemg il banks,

I the past, it woukd kave been
highly unlikehy Ecological Serveos
woild have ventured onto & refage,
bt with peopbe from different
PIOEIAM aress maw waocking jointhy
an the ecosysiem leam, sach
proRects are incneisgly Comamon
alonyg the Kenai. In addition, the
coosystem approach b made it
easeer fior these outside the Service
(=ach ns the state of Alaska, which
put up challengs money for the
Kenni project) ta gt imvolved. By

Ecusystem Team Tackles
Alaskan River’s Popularity Problem

setting o good example on refuge [N

lacle, the Service is encoungaing
mamETous privage landownirs
protiet ansd restone riparian habitat
om their properties as well.

“Cemmmimication among Service
programs hias been one of the big
benefits of the ecosysiem
approach,” said Anm Rappapart,
Ecolagical Services” fizld
supervisar in Anchomge.

“It"s very unusual 50 have
individueals from Refisges,
Ecological Services, and Fisheries
i thee san: room planming and
priaritizing activities.”

The ecasystem beam frequently
lowrkes pantseicdie thie Service for
cpparnunitis, For example, the
team decidied w provide funds for
educational effors af the BKenas
River Center, a Esciliny run by the
stabe arxd the Kenni Peminsula
Barmegh, where landosmers and
divelopers can acquire permats for
canstruction aleag the Fver. The
funds allow the center o educate
Inndpamers abaut consereation —
for exarnple, how to maoid
damnaging small tributaries where
sl SpawTL.

The team alsa poived the Manmral
Resourees Conservation Service last
year in funding aerial photography
al the Kenai region, This year, the
team will acquire the photography
in digital formst that can be used o
track hahitat change through &
peographic infommation system,

In additinn, the team s
supparting mnovative oatreach
programs such as the “Adopt-A-
Stream” program, in which local
shudenis obiain hands-on instruction
about squatic ecology in local
galmon strenms.

“We need o book gt the big
pichare while at the same tme solve
individusal peoblems,” said Gary
Sonnevil, progect leader of the
Kenal Fishery Resources Cifice.
“The ecosystem apprasch has
encoursged a preater undersinnding
and sppreciation of the problems

affecting lse cntine watershed ™ il

— Ty DheCaanpe,
Evodpgical Services,
Anchorzge, Alvkar

Mo elbow room, Arglers crowd the Kenai River in Alaska haping ta calch
galmion that gros s lange as 90 pounds. Pressura from recreational uge
and devalapment s straining the area's ecasysten. Photo by KR, Farrar.

young
thie pravious recoed of 40 fish per pull in 1883 and a
43-year high in the number of juwenile rockfish in the bay and its
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Two-Year Investigation Nabs Pesticide Dumping Pilot

Refuge Manager Steve Gard pod
a nde sumprise o piears apoe when
he was out working on the
Mississppi Wetland Maragemanl
District in Granads, Mississippi. As
b= watched helplessly, a crop dusier
flyimg overhesd damped hundreds
of gallans of pesticxdes on a nearty
eract within the district.

(7ard had a good wea who
cwed U crop duster, snd he soon
fosmd out the man made a regular
practice of cimplying bis chemscal
tanks ower the 50{kacre arca knivan
as the Povall teact.

But even so, it took moere than
pwo vears of mbersive inestipation
bry the Service and the
Environmental Protection Agency
i bring the culpnt to justice.

“We kovew who was didng it but
we: had g make sure we had the
evidersce 20w could take an
aimight case before the judge,” Gand
said “Vi dacdn't want thes gay w
get off by saying he was just
cumpang waler.”™

The case wasnt withaut its
difhicult moments. Law
enforcement agents and refuge staff
spent countless bours staking ol
the site. Onee, & refoge employes
ard 1 special agen! wene kg

llegal dumping. A crop duster dumps chemicals on tha Misslssippl
‘Watand Manapament Disinc in Granada, Mississippi, in §his picture takin
by inveatigatars.

Their skin baming. they dashed inta
a nearby catiish pood v get relied,

[t also wasn™t withious
challenges. The chemicals the anap
duster was dropping break down in
six o eight bours. Gand and his
fedlo ipvestigators hsd to guickly
gather plant samples, put them oo
ice, then ship them o laberatories
acroas the country o ideniify the
chemicals. They later checked thess
against the pilots fight logs o fied
out if thess chemicals masched what
the croq duster was camying that

Evenbually the hard work paid
od¥. This fall, Mark Gary, presadent
of Gary Flying Service, pled guilty
1o i vaolations af the Mational
Wikdlife Refisge Admindstmation Act
and Federal [nseetcide, Fungelde
and Rodenticide Act, Linder the
terms ol a ple agneement, Gary
paid & 100 im restifution for the
clean up and refaresiation of thi
lared diamnaged by the pesticides,
This is believed 1 be the langest
sefilement ever paid by an
indrvidual fior dansges under the

Investrgatons said Gary either
damiped excess chemicals after o
crop dusting job ar filled his ranks
with waler to clean them out before
another pob, then dumped the
chemical-laden water an the mct.
Thiz saved him fying back to the
site of the crop dusting job where
ussder the law bir should have
dumped the wasic waber,

Prosecistors could kive sought a
long jail sentence, bt they agreed
ba & plea bangan stipulating a fse
and probation becawse of the
Service™s imtensst m restoring the
Powall mact, which had been hadly
darnagped by years of chencal
bambardment.

Wirtaally all the plants, mclsding
trees, had been killed, creating what
i efiect was o brown hode in the
lardscaps. Even 50-year-old oaks
were badly damaged by the
corstant bomshardment. The Service
i5 using a portion of the $ 100,000
fies: to restore the land, inelding
replanting trees and nebabilitating
thi soil v restore its chemical
balance.

“Probably the best thing is thin
nevas of what happened spresd hke
wildfire,” Gard =aid. "It sent &
strang messge o amy other crop

photographs of the calprit when . huﬁs in 1]u_: bEssissippi de_um
they were sprayed with chemscals. day. WE‘:;:JEHHWTH;LW placcd on  might be doing the samse thing -
L] L -
Smuggling Conviction Sends
L] L] L
Renowned Conservationist to Jail
Tany Silva was ance an J-vear supervised release program Dhaoud, Silva's mother, o2 27-
imernationally recognized bind following the prisan terme This is eniath prisan berm Golbowed by a
expert and a beadir of effons w omne of the most severe senlences one-vear supervissd release

Hyacinth Macaw. Credil, Gosdan
Mamrison, A Field Guide o Tropical
Fovesis, Houghion M.

conserve parrots and ather exntic
hirds. Today, he's bihmd bars afler
pleading puilty to rving o smuggle
thez samez hirds he had been 56
outspoken shout protecting.

A fedeml judpe sentenced Silva
10 SCYED YEArs imprisonment without
parnde afber he pled gailty wo bading
an internartional parrod smapgling
ring and income 1ax evasion.

L5 Districe Court Judge Elaine
Fuckke also fined Salva 5100000
and ordered kim oo perform JH
hieurs of commumity servece dunzg a

ever ampiried For bard smuapgling,

“The real victims of thess
crimes werne the birds themesehes
and our children and funare
gemerations who may never have
the opportanity 1o see ary of these
rare birds,” Judge Bocklo said,

The Services Law Enforcement
Divasian’s Branch of Special
Ciperations spearheaded “Operstion
Reregade,” a 3oyear imtematianal
ke oo sney ilbegal wade in wild
brirds,

Buscklo also senteneed Gila

prograum with comeurrent 200 hours
of commmmnity service,

The vabui of the smigggld
wildlife rotabad 1,556,500,
Inchuded in these illegal shipiments
were substantial numbers of
extremely rre hyacmih macyvws,

“The severity of the sentence in
this case sends a clear gignal that
the United States will nbsolutely
mart dedemabe the depletion of
imeplpceable ratural resources for
persora] gan,”’ Acting Service
Director bohn Rogers saic, il
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Too many antlers? Hold an auction

What do you do when 1,700
pounds of antlers fall inky Your
possession? The Law Enforcement
affice in Anchorge keld an suctan
amd mised moee than 557,000,

Spocial Agent Tames Fuller was
inspectng a shipment of reindeer
amibers when he discovensd th
Rumian nalsanals who wene
aitempting to impart the antlers bad
hidden 60 animal gallbladiders in the
shipmeni, When the Russians
realized Fulber was on to them, they
e the state and escaped 1o Russia,
The Service seped the shipment,

Antlers, which can be begally
imposted, are used in ariental
medicires, and it was Hkely thsy
were headed for the Asian market

Bait the: peal profit is in brown bear
gallbladders, which feich top dollar
at The orienial back maricet for
iheir alleged medicanal value,
{Interestingly, only four out of G0
gallblacders smuggled in fhe
reindier anther shipment were from
brcowm besrs, The nemainder cams
froen wiater budfalces, cows and
pigs.)

With the belp of & licensed
actiomesr, the Service sold the
seized amtlers for 337,095, Qfthat
amonng, $48.TRS was dcpuaim:fl imio
the Lacey Act Reward Fund. This
fund is used for a number of
pupasess, including rewanding
individuals who provide
information alout violations of

foderal wildlife lews. The proceeds
of the auction alwo allowed L
Enforcement to ohinin
reimbursement far some of the cosis
mncurred in the storage and handling
of evidencé.

The auction was the first of its
kind in Reguon 7 and may serve as o
templase for ether regioes b
di.'spm-n of foedined propEry It has
proven to be a wseful ool in
reliewing the burden of deciding
what to do with large quantiises of
seired and forfated property,
otherwise umwantsd by educatsanal
o scientific matitons,

— Steve Trile,

Law Enforcemend, Arcliorage

Confiscated antlers, Spacial
Agent Jamas Fullar loeks far
smuggled gallbiaddars in shipmam
af reindisar antlers. Pholo by
Conrie M_J. Barciay.

Partnershi

Gives New Life to

Wetland Habi%lat on Texas Gulf Coast

The BHkacre tracl on
San Bemand NWE had
once been coastal marsh
and pradrie. But in the
1 5505, before the reliape
wns eslablished, a failed
attemnp at agriculture
scarred the land snd left i
a0 pveTErown with an
imvading plast useless o
st wildlifie the area
came bo be calbsd by that
pland's name — Wilfwead,

Tharsks 1o a partnership
between the Service, Ducks
Undienised, Phillips
Petrolenm Company and
the Matanal Fish and
Wildlife Foundatwon,
Wallweand was rebom this
fall, and thousands af
waterfowl and other
migratory hirds descended
an i niwly restoned
wetlands for the wister

The Service and Ducks
Unfimited coginally developed 2
plan 1o build 3 reservoir to pravide
water to the tract in 1591, The
nearby Sweeney Complex of
Fhillips Petraleusm eriwsiastically
embraced the idem, and m 19493,
L), Phillips and the Mational Fish

Waler to & dry land, A 20,000-galon-per-minuta pump sands wabar
cascading inka B hearl of the Wollwead project as 80 peapls who

atterded an October dedication ceremeny wabch from & nearby leves.
Phato by Al Jones.

and "Wildlife Foundation each
comntributed 525 000 b the cffior,
The first phase of the project
wies completed and dedicated this
year. It involved the first of three

comparimints of a waier starsge
TESETVORT, requiring corstnaction of
2.5 miles of levees o a height of 7
fioet. The work also invobved
installation of & pump systemn and

development of 170
acres of enodst soil wnits,

Thiz next phase of the
proect will inchuds
porstnaction of an
additioes] 2 miles of
bevees and developeme
ol an additional 300
agres of maist-gail s
Whet corrplessd,
Winlfweed Reservois will
supply fresh water toa
series of shallow,
manaped wetlands and
provide vegetation used
by waterfow] as food and
cover, The water will
alsi b used 1o reduce
saltwater intrusion i up
v 30000 acres of refuge
marshes, mcrexsing their
valis b0 8 dozen species
of ducks that magrate
theough and winer oo
the 27,41 4-acre reflge.

Already, waterfowl an:
hiznefitting. This winter along, some
15,000 migrating waterfow] will
find & haven 2t Walfweed. *w

— Ron Bisbee, Manages,

Brrzoria Cowple,

Angleson, Texes
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Sunken Steamship at DeSoto NWR
Finally Gives Up Her Last Secret

The Berirand, a steamship that
gank in 1863 on the Missourd Biver
i whst is now DeScin WWER, gave
up her secrets slowdy,

More than a century passed
hefore n pair of intrepid treasune
seekers bocated her under the Big
hludihy’s silt and began the salvage
of what remsined of her cango, 8
host of artifacss mow on display m
the: refuge’s visitor center —
everything firom flasks of mercury
b0 b lnuts b hohinail boots,

Bt it wonld iake anatber 30
years befor the Serrand woald
give up her most i secne.
Litibedided withan o cango of British
pocketkmives wers the sarhiest
keovwn Stanbope viewing lenses,
3iB-inch long cotvex bmses that
maxgnily a lmy drawing or
photograph.

Oten the mmages were religious
in nature, but in this case, with the
carpn headed for godd miners in the
Montana Territory, they were

The lenses blended inso well
with the knives that archacologists
examining the colbection entnely
mmissed them, assuming them
irsbead to be plass dvels sel m the

knives by their manufaciuper. 10 was
ot until & histprian with expertise
in Stamhope lensis vissted the cenber
kit wear thot the secret came b0 Fight,
Apcording to historans, Stashope
lerses were routinely set inse any
arehir of il lems swch o
pens, letier openers, tape measures
and cames. lroadcally, the knives
ahoard the Berfrard, one of which
contained & rsgue photagraph of
bwo men and a woman, were
manufactuned by loseph Rodgpers £
Soms of Sheffizhd, England — well-
kenieroms an the teme as “Cutlers g Her
Majesty,” the prudish Chasen Victoria.

Thez lenses themsahes wene
imvented in England by Lord
Charles Stanhope and manatactuped
in Lehdans, France, They were
inseried imto pocket knives and
oitlser mumdare tools m an effort g
bocst szles, Mo doubi their
presenc, though virmlly
imdistinguishable io the casual
cthserver, was a big selling poant,
especially toominers facing cold amd
lomely nighis in e Montan
Tearitnry, s

— Jearne Harold,
Miseron Curmar
Defows NWR

Good Will Sprouts in
Refuge Greenhouse

Seaff ot Havasy NWR in
Aftzgna wene 5ot b consinet
small grecnhouss 1o o nabive
plants Eor habitat restomtion offors
when there was a sudiden
braimstarm — why nat put the
greenhouss at g local elementary
Sichoal and the let the children prow
the planss?

The idea delighted fifth-grade
teacher Dee Dee DelLorenzo at
Diamosudback Elementary Schoal
in Bullbead Ciry, and the
greenthoase, purchased with refugs
fuands, soon becme a community
project. The local fire department
anel p couple of busimesses provaded
materials and spouses and friends
chipped in several Ssturdava’ labar
to complete the project.

The dedication cesemoeny
fisatured the mayoe, city planner,
aredl 8 Eagele of local wedia, and
generated o tan of good will in the
comanumify. [n fact, the local Rotary
(luib beard shout the project and
imvited the refuge marssger o speak
al a meeting. What's more, a host of
new violumteers armived on the
refuge doorstep. Meanwhile, refupge
baologist Christy Smith is teachmyg
At children about native plants and
amimals,

Thae greemheuse, 1t tumed out, is
providing Havaso with a ot mone
thin a few seedlings, *W~

— Giregory Wolf
Acting Refisge Maruager,

Ha ase NWH, Arizona

Finishing touches, Fifth-grada taachar Des Dee Dalarerma and Havasy

KW bécdogist Christy Smith lend some albow graasa i the refuge's new
ir-amh:m kcaled 6t Ciamondback Elementary School in Bullhiad City,
rizana. Phalo by Gary Smith.
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Ecological Services Celebrates Golden Anniversary

As Waorld War I drew g0 n clase,
America began a buthdng spree that
would dramatically change the
nation’s landscape, The Service,
concemed about plans ta constrict
clams and undentake water prajects
an rivers peross the land,
estnblished the Offios af River
Basin Studies to provide sechnical
advice oo these progects. A half
ceniury later, this office has gvplved
mio the Ecolopecal Services
program.

A ot mare than the narme b
clanged. Whilks assessing the
mmpact of waler progects = stilla
component of Ecological Serviees,
the division pradually has taken on
a wide rangs of responsibilities,

In response o the waming m
Silenit Spring, the Service
esighlshed a Natanal Pesticudes
Moaitaring Program in the 1960s
This program has evolved into
Ecological Services” mose
comprebiensee Envircnmeniad
Costamitants Division In the
19705, the passage of the Mational
Envinonmeneal Policy Act, the
Clean Water Act and Endangered
Specbes Act Further expanded the:
division s mamndale

The Endangered Spocics Act has
cerainly placed Ecological Servaces
inn e prublic cye The kst of
endangered nnd threatened U5,
spociis wow includes more than a
1 N0 speecies, Ecological Servces
is workineg more and more with

privaie lnndowners to develop
Habital Comservation Plans e

allow ecanamic development whils

conserving threaenod amd
emilangered species, The division

alsn fakes an active role in effoms w

protect and resiore vitnl hahital
throagh programs such as Parteerns
for Wildlife which can avwid the
nised to |E0 some species.

Texlay, Ecodogical Services has
Bl offices with 1,440 emplosvess
arel n mandase that toaiches 2 wids
rarge of fish amd wildlifi s
from momisening the
elfects ol
comtaminamts
i wibed el B
the recovery of
erlangered
species io the
restnnalian ab
wildlifie hahita,

.

Bt

Special Agents Crack Down on lllega
Market in Migratory Bird Parts

Adber & two-vear myesligation
which they posed as traders of
Inchian arifacts, Service special
apents bowered the bogm on an
exbensive illegal market i
migratary bird pasts in Movember

Agenits carmad out search and
arrest warmangs in Mew Mexico,
Anzana and Colorads, charpmg
that 3% inalividuals and basinesses
kalled ar sald gobden eaghes, bakd
cagles and ciher migratony birds, In
the process, ey setzed whale caghe

sking, wings, tails and wing bones;
wihile hawks, wings and Luls and
o | ings,

The imvesbigabion revealed thal
the illegal feathers were being sold
1o make popular Malve Amencan-
eyl items such as fans, Kaching
dolls and hustles, Many of these
isemes were mold 1o frading posts,
colleciors, ounsts, and mdvsduals
participating in poe-wows, [iens
being affiered lor sale wens mads
wiih feathers from at least 25

different spacies, including eagles,
hianwks, kestrels, magpies, Nckes,

seisspr-tailed Mycatchers and
arhingas.

Apents were tald that in ane
puikdy duning las year’s winler
magration, more than &0 eaphs
wene intentionally kilbed either by
being shot ar caaghd in leg-hald
traps baited with fresh meat. The
agents located frap lines and were
Sided dead saghes wilh trap marks on
their begs and fes,

The Service decided o enxd this
investigation, dubbed “Operation
- omers Feather Sales,”
premabarely 1o prevent more cagles
frum being killed. During thes
investigation, special agents leamed
that m boday's market, & singhe
golden caghe feather could sell for
about 5100 2 red-taibad hawk
pevabe fan, $150; and an anhinga
fieather fan, S300. wifi

=
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Landowners Become Stewards of Endangered
Species in Wisconsin Partnership Program

Baob Welch is the kind of friend
an endangened buerfly needs.

The jumicr high scienes teackser
routinely gels 30 Eenagers fn min
around his upstate Wisconsin farm,
moniermg e movements of
Kamer blue butierflizs. He also
alkwwed a gradiste student to raise
1200 batierflies in his kitchen, and
he convinced his doubting 72 -wear-
old neighbar that selective logging
o her band would help the rane
butterflies.

Welch 12 one of 103 lindowners
in Wisconsin wha take past i the
“Wiscomsin Landoamer Contact
Program,” a five-year-okd
parinership between the Servics
and state of Wiscomsin
encoumge privake landeamers io
comnservi endangered species an
their land, The program is funded
by the Service umder the “Gmnts o
States” section of the E,n-dangn:rcd
Speches Acl

Interested landowners
volunianly sign an agreement "t
mzke every repsomable cffort o
avodd sonstrection, trampling,
mowing, pesticide application, and
any and all detremental activities o

thie (endan gered species)” on their
property, They alse agres to notify
suthorives it they notice any
changes, such as marked increases
or decrsses m populations,

The agreements place mo
resinetions on the praperty’s deed,
bt the lapdowmsers promise o
ritify the state before selling their
Land. “Landowmers in effect bacome
the: cn-sle slewards of their
resource, said David Kopitzke, head
ol the program for Wisconsin,
"There ane no fees, no fived, Bo
penalbies. This is an endirely
voluntary agrecimcit betwam
larsdowmners and the state.™

Some kandawnirs i e
prixgram, for example, are siewands.
of the forked aster, a vand-hagh herb
crowned with snowey white ¢lushers
frioma August o October, whase
pectar is attractive g0 bumblebess
ard wasps, Others are carefully
thinning their forest stands o
improve habicat fior the iy dwarf
lake iris, found nowher: but near the
shores of the Gireal Lakes.

Landownizrs and the agencies
kieep in touch through a bi-annual
neswsletter, and bandowners often

Rasting placa. An endangensd Karnar blue butterly finds a perch atop a
buttesfly weed, Phode by Ann Swangel

invite Berviee and state biolsgists w
stop by tbelr praperty to check on n
AT SPeCies” PIOETEss,

Many, hke Welch, go abave and
beyond the call of dury. “My
philosephy i that you®re andy here
far your lifetime g0 we ane neally just

siewards of the resource,” be sand.
“Smmetimes, private awnership can be
mire effective than public owiershp
We can do things that agencies
cannat.” g
Loan Crniifowie, Pubilic Affmis
Minneapolis, Minneson

Anglers’ Dollars Help Open Kansas Fishing Hot Spot

Kansas™ newest fishing haole, the
. 100-zcre Wolf Creek Lake,
epened with a bang this fall ks
Kansas Geovwermar Bill Graves
Joined federal and state wibdlife
officials, officers of the Woll Creek
Muclear Ciperating Comporatian,
sehool kids, Bassas Cily Chiefs
foothall players, and a host of media
# A Ceremomy an is banks.

Anglers wisiting the lake will
henefit from & five-lane concrete
boat ramp, shardy docks, a larpe
femeed parking kot amd sparkling
new restrooms construcied with a
S600,000 Federal Aid in Sport Fish
Restoration gram awandad wo the
Bansas Department of Wildlifie and
Parks by the Service.

“This was a clusic example of
making the meost of anglers”
dollars,” said Region & Federal Aid
Coordinator Mary Gessmer “The
Wl Creek Corparation provided
the lake, the Service worked with

]
G!:I-I;E fizhing. Kareas Gavernar Bill Gravas joins Ragion 6 Federal Aid
Coordinaior

ary Gessner, Sarvics Public Atlairs Chief Pha Milion, and
Sacratary of Kansas Wildlile and Parks Steve Willams at the spanking
marw boaiing access faciifies opened &l Woll Creek Lake. Phoio by Dice

Cilark.
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Fanzaz Wildlife and Parkes to fumd
construchion and Coffey County
bailt @ mew socess road 1o the ke
from the main highway, The result
is a really first-rave facility for the
fishing and hoating public.”

Thee large crowd atending the
miedin event spoke volumes about
the ditaportance of fighm ba
midwestermers, Wolf Cresk Lake
wits filled i 1980 and stocked wigh
a high density of predator Fish 1o
o] gizesrd dhad.

Unfished sinee its construction,
the lake Fetures cxcellent
papalatiors. of largemouth and
smialimouth bass, crappee, walleye,
charmel catfish and stripod bass!
wiibe bass hybrids known as
“wipers.” Fishing a1 the lake will
bz lirnigeed by 50 bowits amd 50 shore
anglers p day adeitted by penm,
and hih harvest wall be ightly
cantrolled to maimain & high-
quaality fishery. ol




Big Muddy Refuge: A Glimpse of the Missouri’s Past

When Lewis and Clark explored
the Missiur Biver i the carly 19th
ceiiiry, they foumd o wild river
meandening back and Forth within
s oodplain, scounng holes,
depositing sill and ecreaning
chanmeds, slands and other natural
features, The rver provided lash
habatat for @ variety of species of
fish and wildlibe

Towday the Bissouri & much
different mver: dredped.
chainelized, and coninimed within
lewises designed 1o make it easier for
mavigation and prevent annual
flonding of the fammland along ris

arel farmming has had o disastrows
effect oo native waldlule

Trapped within levees, the miver
is moww i Jomger coomeciod B s
foodplain and does ot feed
riparian wetlands and bofiomianids
oice abancdant in adldlife
Hiclogists estimale that simce 1912,
imoee than half & miillion acres of
wildlife habitat have Been |06t i the
Lower Missowiri River hasin,
resuliing in a precrpitous. decline m
pealivie species of birds, mammals,
fish amd othier waldlife.

hie odd Mssoun canmt he
recreated, but the Servios hopds b

banks. Unforinsiely, what has
maide the river betler for navigation

oy Rle |'|||-.|_1:_-r-1-J.|:. -.'-u.[!l-.':rcn.'

Big Muddy Inspection, J.C. Bryand, refuge manager a1 Big Maody
glimpses of the untamed, wildlife- g ¥ ' - ge

Mational Fish and Wildife Fafuge in Missoun, surveys las! springs Nlood

A hand. Jobn Moran, a student at the Service's Mings:

rewanding,” said Maran. “It made ma keal pocd and halphul.
A3 onie poird, 1 et needed " Photo by Ricky Mclean.

damage dang tha river. Photo by Jim Milligan,

laden river of tan cenbaries aga.

Afer the devastaning flood of
19453, the Service established Hag
Sudidy Manoisal Fish and Wildlife
Refigge in resinre some of the
natumal funcoen of the Missoun and
recapiure some af its rich wildlale
henitage. In parmicular, cmerpency
flood monies were used i purchass
Aluod-damaged fanmland along the
river froim willing sellers.

T chate, thee Service has acquired
21000 acres in a series of pancels
alemy the kewer Missouri ot of &
il af 2000HK) acres authornzed o
the rebage. A pending
cowirommenial impact statermint
proposes expanding the refugs 1o
G000 Acres, again in varous

parcels along the rver.

Refisge manager JC. Bryant
agid he is determined 1o bnog back
some of the mstive species that once
theived on the Missouar, The nefuge
will provade a few places whens
waterfow], neatropical hirds, the
endangered pallid surpecn and
other native fish can thove, and
whene visibors can sie what Lewis
and Clark saw, Bryant sad

This ey mean Femoving o ral
rebigilding levees and letbing the
river run free.

“What we'ne trying to &o 15 gpve
the rver a lew places along vs
coirse b act like & miver withaoul
causing prabbems for our
neightors,” he said. *pe

in Education,

750,000 visitors a yaar.

MSEUM's vica chairman.

Acting Diractor John Aogers, left,
B Szamp print fo Dr. Kay Davis, the director of
Atlanta's Fernbark Museum of Matual Histary, after sigrang an

nt with the musaum b promole weallands
mmummis building a watland exhibit 1o aducate e publc
aboul watiands, Natonal wildife
will corribuba 1o the exhikl. which will o ssen
ba e fight are st
Regicnal Director Mareen Clough and Jasse 5. Hall, the

COnGErvaIbce.

fhie Soulhaas
mere tham
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Service’s Corporate Stewardship Award
Presented to Champion International

[mterior Secretary Bnsce Babbin i i B
presented Champson lntemational ; .
Canporation of Stamford,
Conmecticut, with the Service™
Conporate Seewardship Asand in
Diecember i recognition of the
company's cutstanding
comtrthutions B0 fish and wildlife
comEErvation.

“Wherever Chamipion bas &
presenes, it has worked with the
1.5, Fish and Wildlife Serviee and
#ls counierpan stale aEencess o
develop solutions that pratect
wildlifie and allow bnd use,”
Babhitt said. *Champion has shian
thal Wi cam use our lands whale
profecting our natural heritape,”

Champeon had supported a wide
range of sctivites designed to
prodieet endangered amd threatened
specics. and their habitats over the
past several years, meleding
pdopting specialized lamd
management iechnagues that benefi
birds and fish and educationsl
programs for its employees and
COHMTICEOrE.

In 19494, Champion signed o
oooperative agreement with the Salmon haven. Holmis Falls, a sconic sresch of the Machias River in esstern Maine, is one af many places

Service, the Farest Service, and th conserved undar I.“.-I1_Er|1|:-hn Intarnalisnal Cerparalion's Speciad Places i the Fores! program. The risar sarves as
swclﬁ'lmlﬂtr fmhiuh ¢ an important spasning ground and nsseey tor Alantic salmon and break reul. Phata courtesy of Champian.

Champion manages 2000 acres of
its Birushy Crock Wildlifie
kanagement Area in east Texas o

endangersl species trainimg for ils = 1
ot loppers. [n addivon, the

oy =l has uced an
P e "wkur, i|.|u3‘|.[:iTgi Euiﬁ:l’:ﬁukm erclam pered Endmd EPEELBE’
colonies and to pravide additional species i Alnbama and developed a Yl
nesting habstat for transplanted series of educational video tapes ﬂ : |
woodpeckers. The corporation has about endangered specics in the i

also busl and imstalled astificial saiith. Because ol the success of

mesting cavitics, conduscied | thess angoing efforts, Champion is
preseribed burms, and ul:!hluchud developing endangered species
apen stands of longleaf pine to gusdehooks for each of the 17 siaies
e in whoch it operates.

Irvits robe as ome of Maine's Champion is the cighth
1 Eill'l!!l:].mﬂ:lm. IZ‘h.u.mpii::m company 1o receive the Service's |
h’:lﬂq‘.‘f.-i ﬁlﬂ'?]lﬂ'l &-M.I'Iﬂﬂ; Labita Compomte Wildlifz ml:'-'-'ﬂl'lﬁihip |
it River Enbancement Project. Award since il was crested in 1990,
The project bas become a focal e
peinml i developing coopemative
salitions to doclining runs of
Allastic salmaon. As part of this
effiort, Champion contrbuted fands,
persanne] and equapment o map
satmeon habitst, clear ohstaches o
spEwTEIng, repair waber comimol
struchares, and build and vend weirs
Lo rmck rebaming fish.

Chatnpdon has also warked with
Lhe Service 1o amnge or fund |
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Acting Cirectors Cormer

The Importance of
Reaching Out

The release of Califtemia
codors in Arizons in December
attracted & hot of media atention
and was cerminly one of the
Bervice's highlights for 1996,
But the release also illsstrted
that even with our oog and
distinpuished history of wildlife
porservation, thee Service i3 sl
wiery misch & work in progress,
W comntinue B evalve, o ke
o new challenges, and 1o seek
imisaio,

Cme of the mast significant aspocts of this transformstion is
ar proswving focus on reaching out de the public and our
comsiThent groups 1o anvolve thee o oour decisions and activities.
“Chrtresch™ is fast becoming a pillar of ower organcotionsl cubure.

The term covers a lot of ground from special events like
Dy 1o the formation of federally chanensd advisory groups such
as the Spon Fishing and Bosting Portnership Council to efforts 1o
wark with private and comporate Brdowners o improving our
skills and sbilitics 1o communicate mare clearly amd
cemsistenthy and o wark with the media moee effectively. In the
fistuire, we will need o cxpand our sutresch efforts even more as
we continue o implement the eoosystem approach amd ceosystem
beams contings to cxpand the amey of parmers with whom we
wark.

1 arn plexsed o see the Service is nearing the point whene
ouirench is safficienthy mgraieed in owr mansgement cutiee that
wa sutomstically include it as 8 factor in key decisions. Thes is
mmmummmwhﬁ:llﬁ
hoar of a project. of worse ot at all, we invite
explain curselves, wie isually engender greater public suppard.

The reintroduction af Califorrds condors o Arizong showed
how oustreach can ke & critical difference. At first, the
of addianal goversmeni regalation, The Service held a nembier
of public meetings to discuss the reimtroduction with cifizens in
the release area and carefully explained every detnil of the project
to atbeer fedemnl and state agercies and the media.

Ag a result, wihsen the condors were fimally neloased, even local
ritics of the reintroduction wire quoted in the media as being at
least cautiously supportive of the refum of these grest birds o
Arizona skies. Equally important 1o note 18 the type of outreach
thal brought Senator Frank Lagtenberg to Mew Jersey bat cave
{see the story in this isswe).

This i the kind of payoffin public understanding and suppert
that is fast moking outrench cne of cur most valuabds conservation
tools, | am delighted we are making more and mare use of it

2

= Construction will sosn begin
an the Praarie ‘Wetlands Leaming
Cemter in Ferpus Falls, Minnesoda
Thiz center is a 2% million joint
vienbune parnership, with
comstruction funded by the stale and
aperalsng handlad b}' the: Service
[t will be & residentinl bearming
factlicy with a prinssy mission of
exhucmting students ahd the general
publie about the mmporiance of
prairie wetlonds, @llgmss prine
and their inhabsiants,

= Eight coondinators of the Earth
Stewands progmm, an educational
autreach pilot effort wo link Service
field affices with neighborhood
schools, mosntly reccived awands
fromm the Matiomal Education and
Traning Center for their work.
They ames Denise Dachper,
Secramento MWHE Complex; Jarmin
Thomas, Midwest Science Cenier;
Rhoexla Davis, Mational Wetlamds
Reseanch Center; Termi Edwards,
(HFice of Subsisience Management,
EI,-¢j;j|:|r| T. Marilyn Gamette,
Sacramenta MWE Camples;
Angela Ty, Mew Jersey Field
(Mfice: Cathy Kezsbock, e of
Subsistence Management, Region
T, and Hue Rabmson, Mew Jerscy
Field Oofice,

FisH:

= [n ome of the nation's langesi
capital improvement projecs o be
completed with Federal Add m
Sport Fiah Ressoration funds, the
Missoun Diepartment of
Conservation will receive a total of
515 million over the next ix vears
o comatoet the Lost Valley Stae
Fish Hatchery. Total oost of the
propict, locabed near the ceritral
Mlissoun tovam of Warsaw, i1x
etimared 1 520 million

= Bepion 3 received a Certificans
af Commendation from Minnesods
Giovernor Ame H. Carlson for is
wirk in developing Mmnesala™s
portion of the digical Mational
Wetlnnds Inventory.

+ Karen Smith, manager of
Listwond NWE in Morth Dakota,
anid Bobert Mumphy, waldlife
bearlogist at the Deas Lacs NWE
Complex in Morth Diakota, neceived
a 19496 Ssewandship Award
from *'Parners In Flight,” an
imernatsonal parinership creabed
to promeie urklersanding about
neotropncal migran Birds. The rao
were honored fior thear work in
rissbaring nalive praie habitat,
s
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